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FOREWORD

on July 1, 1943 I arrived in Cairo after 97 daya
at ssa from New York to Suez, most of the time dodging
submarines who.had located us as we rounded Cape Horn
and doggad our tracks to the Mozambique Channel.

Although a member of a Civil Affalrs Team, I
velieved training at West Polnt and in the Royal North
West Younted Pollice fitted me for combat, which I pro-
posad to get.

In Cairo I ran into Colonel Gustav Gunther, later
killed in the V bomb destructlion of the Grenadler Guards
Chapel in London, who mentioned a possible assignment
with the 0ffios of Strategic Services under General
william J. (Wild Bill) Donovan.

I% was my changs. General Donovan was a legsndary
figure as a fighter, His courage was attested to by the
Congressional Medal of Honor he wore. H1s operational
wizardy and resourcefulness were beginning to bring fame
¥0 his organization,
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Hereln 1s insoribed the plain, unvarnished acscount
of the expériences of an Amaerican officer with the
0ffice of Strateglo Services during a six month's period
in the fastnesses of the Serblan people. It3° locale
is Serbla, ths no-mants land of the Sandzak and the

mountains of Montenegro.



Wnile wa saw and observed many Croatlans, Slovenians
and Dalmatians, both with Mlhalilovie and the Partizans,
the living foroe and effect of thls work is Serbla and
the Sarbians. JIts purpose is to give you an under-
standing of these rugged, virlle people and to plead
for tolerance In the present agony of terror and bloed~ -
shed being viéited upoh them.

My mission tb Yugoslavia was for the purpose of
reporting the facts as I found them and %o increass
actlon against the Axis in every manner and degree pos=
sible, I hold no brief for elther Chetnik or Partizan
ideologye I am an American, believing in the principles
of Amsrican demboféoy in Ameriea. Abread, I can only‘
hope, with others, that the will of the people may
determine their 1ife and government.-- Iiberty or Death.
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Herein is inscribed the plain unvarnished account eof the experiences of an

\

American efficer during a six menth's peried in the fastnesses of the Serbian peeple.

It's locale is Serbia; the no-man's land ef the Sandjak; and tho”mountains of

Mentenegre.
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While we saw and observed many Croatians, Slovenians and Dalmatians beth with
Mihailevic and the Partizans, the living force and effect of this werk is Serbia and
the Serbians. It's purpese is te give:yOu an understanding ef these rugeed, virile

people and te élead for tolerance_in'the present agenyv ef terror and blosdshed béing

visited upen them. - '

Further, I hopq,tﬁat the recerded personal centacts with the various leaders
and treops ef the Mihéilovic forces will dispel from the mind of the reader any theuéht
that these people were guilty of cellaberation with the Germens or Bulgarian eccuplers.

I/héid ne brief for either Chetnik er Partizan leaders er thelr idealogies.

e
Ve

I am an,Aierican and I believe in the principles of American democracy -- in America.
s

Abrqad; I can enly hope with ethers that the will ef the people determineélthoir life

Ay

end government, net the chicanery ef a few sbhheming rascals whe crave power.

A.B.s.
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For feur mights j.n & row we had said 'au reveir' to the peéple at Tokra, trﬁndlod
to the RAF field te take off, bag and bae;g‘;ngo,for fhe Free Moun!'to.ins of Yugoslavia and
ths strongheld of Mihailevie. 1iwo ef these nights we waited sweating in the hot African
nizht, enly te turn back to our quarters when the ﬁno'tors_refusgd to woric. Two other
nights we got abeard the Halifax; the Brigadier, his batman Gresn and I; zoomed across
the Xediterranean inte the chill autumn night, under a nearly' indistinot moon, only te
find, at the tu/}get, confused fires a nd an absence of signals. Sleeping part of the
w2y in our woels .s.nd Side'ott'a, loeking like trussed-up fowia, sweating out o§er the
tarzet, Then - baok to Tokral

Tokra was a dumps A tent tewa in the desert just east of Benghaszi, a temporary
English dinpatching place with vital respensibilities for the Greeks and Yugoslavs. The
food, as was toe oftem the oa se in the desert, was peer; supplies were exceedingly hard
to come by and even the fruit squashes and beer at the bar imparted only a mederate sense
of warm wetness. The bright lights were, one, a chap in the Irish Guards with a startling
brush of blond mustache and ‘the other a staff sergeant of the Regular Yugaslav Army. Each
morning and afternoen we would pick our way down te the beach, a;voiding sundry camels, |
goats and chickens oen an intervening farm; strip to the nude and loll en the sand or g‘ight
through the surf to the compafo.tive oalm of the deep blue water beyond. At night, eut of
our shorts and into battle dress, both to conform to regulations and for warmth in the
‘rapidly dro?ping temperature of the desert; ie would eat our ‘ibndif.f'erént dinner and flock
into the bar, where my friend the sergeant would hold ferth on the art of drinking vodka;‘
and rakije, the plum brandy of the Yugesiavs, while we consumed eur ration of whisky and
beer. This till ten and then, to our tents, grabd equipment, goodbyes around, and inte
the trucks and away to the flying field, for & hether try. ‘

As ive appreached the general lecality ef the target the Brigadier decided to jump
first‘ with his batman. I would fellow on the next circle. The signs on the ground were
right, with fires burning whitely. Signals checked = this was it! |

Ouf equipment was dumped through the hold into the blackness. With quick tense
‘smiles the little Brigudier and his man bailed out and on the next wheel, I let go;
perupiring freely, and was 4 irborne.

Beoause of the mountains my takeoff‘ was around 1400 feets I felt the wind in my

face and twmed the huge bulk of my chute only te find wind ima my face on turning. I
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2s .
was caught in a eanysn current. Let me explain! Wind in the face means you are being

carrisd backwards toward the earth. In landing, it is wise to face the direotion you
are going, lezs fully extended, feet together, touch earth and cellapse to right or left,
from feet to calves to thighs te back and rell, 'the'n out of your chute; the autonttié rew
lease having been attended te on the way down. If & landing is made backwards, your tail
must immediately hit your heels preparatory to a rell on your back. Ne dodgi;:g can be
indulged in and a orack en the head frem a maliciously dispesed rock er a recalcitrant
tree trunk, might black you out for a considerable period. | |

I ﬁad barely finished turning when I landed, net gracefully, on ny back. ‘The shoute
ing from a great crownL blanked out partially by my cencentration in attempting te hit the
target, grew in volume. I moved experimentally, nothbip seemed breken. A black=bearded
giant reached me first, kis.sed. me, sheuting werds of welcome. Then Lt. Coel. Duane Hudson
of the British Missien, uffeetionately knewn as Murka in nearlv all of Yugoala’dn., came
up, fellowed by Celonel Bailey, who was being displaced by Brigo.dier Armstrong as Chief‘
of Migsion, and Lieut. Mansfield, the young Marine officer whe had predeeded me by abeut a
menth. A ‘

The bearded giant was very insistent on deotering my mese, which was bleeding ‘A
slightly, prebably scratched by my equipment on the way down. The Brigadier had left
for his quarters immediately upon landing and after some delay, due to wasiting fer the
eccupants of anether plane, Colonel Beletic, Captain Todorevic and my staff sergeant, all
of the Royal Yugeslay Army; we started on a half-hour hike for the. biveusc, follewed by
oxen teams and narrew wheeled carts drawing the materiel and equipment drepped witl; us.

It appeared that the Minister, as General Draza Mihailovic was always addressed,
had awaited eur ceming for seme time, but ha d been compelled to go back te his quarters,
gsoeme half hour's jopmey beyend our ewn bivouac. I would see him the following day.

Mansfield was greatly pleﬁsed to see anether American as was I, He had brought
his herse for me teo ride, but in the intense blacfmess, walking seemed better. He ex-
plained he had puroha.s.ed twe riding snimels but the Cel. Bailey had borrewed ene and had
been obliged to abandon it en a trip he had just made to compel certain Italian ferces
to surrender their arms or threw in with the Yugoslavs against the enemy. But more of
this later. |

v

Upen arrival at camp, I was greeted with my first Shumadiski Caj , a het teddy

nade of rakija (plum brandy) and sugar. In the crisp cold ef the meuntain night it

tested dslicieus end npen turning in I slept like a top.
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The follewing morning I examined our camp with interest. Csmeuflaged rayen

parachutes of the type used for critieal packages, not bodies, were strung around
center peles with a cetton chute underneath. The effect of a wall tént was achieved
by using shorter poles with a lapped entrance on the sheltered side. Everywhere the
‘use of parachutes was evident; pajamas, shirts, mattresses, eto. in the mest brilliant
hues. My ewn chute, of pure silk, was to be found nowhere and I afterwards learned it
had been cut into small squares and dispatched all over the country for keepsakes.
Tents were scattered about under trees to eliminate spetting from the air. We
s0on learned to expect German recennaissance planes and render ourselves inoonspiciouse
After a breakfast of rakija and ceffee we were infermed the .inister would
welcome us at his headquarters th‘t afternoen,
put first sxansfield suggested we ge to the scene of ny'arrival._'i.borrowed a
horse, an old Slack meuntain peny whose ideal gait was a slew walk and we traveled
some twe kilometers west over a barren rocky trail coming at last to a beautiful up~-
land pasture probably half a mile wide in length and breadth. At the western edge.I
looked down into the dizzying dépths of one of the ruggedest, roughest and rockiest
canyens I have ever seen. The bettom at least a thousand feet dewn, shoyod a wild ‘
raging creek, leaping and fosaming through jagged rockse
‘Mansfield peinted te &« spot of smoeth rounded reck not‘over ten feet from a
very abrupt drop to the depths belew and said laconically "Here's where &ou landed.”
Further to thp‘weét,through ﬁ cleft in the next ridge a fair sized‘rivor was
visible, running deeply and swiftly nerth - the Uvac, making appeintment with the
Lim at Rudes | | |
It was a wild, deselate, mount;inous ensemble; comparable te the wild grandeur
ef the Canadian Rockies viewed betweén Edmenten and Vanceuver and mighty evergreens
lent their lovely green everywhere in virginal prefusion. Great pines, twe and
three feet through the butt and towering into the sky would make the soul ofyﬁ timdber
crulser rejoice, |
Returning about neon we ate an indifferent meal, changed to Amarican uniferm
(we ordinairily wore the mere comfortable snd utilitarian British battle dress) and

set out for our appeintment.
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Chapter II.

On spproaching the ares 1 saw the headquarters guard drawn up in formation led
by & huge #fficer whe introduced himself as Captain Yanketich. The guard wuslclothed
in s cenglomerate nannef with the gray of the Reyal Yugeslav Army and captured Nadich
uniforms black-dyed in pessant hemes, predeminating. Upen apprecahing a Yugeslav unit,
the efficer beinz accerded recognition shouts " Pemogi bog Unatsi" (God be with you,
herees). Immediately the ranks snaé to life and sheut "Bog ti pomege" (Ged be with
you). It is a startling but arresting precedure and one which will never be forgotten.

Upon arrival at headquarters we were relieved of our animals and ubprouohed the
Kinister's party, drawa up in semi-military formatien. Groﬁt, bearded, fiuo'looking
specimens for the mest part with knives, guns and ﬁand grenades draped on their perscens.
Many woere cress belts of maohine gun ammunition and the shaggy fur cap ef the old

Chetrik with the skull and cress~benes snd the mette "Slebeds $}i smrt® (Liborty ok

A )

death) theresunder.

The Minister is of medium height, fairly bread shouldered, rather spare, with
a kﬁnély, intelligent face, deep wide-set graylsh eyes and a grizeled beard. His hands
are strong and well shaped and he bears himself with simple dignity. His welceme,
particularly te me, was patently sincere and cerdial. His French is excellent but he
speaks ne English. Hewsver, cenversation was in Serbe-Creatian with Colonei Bailey
asting as interpreter.

I had questioned the Brigadier before leaving Tekra relativevto any official
cemmunicatiemns he might be carrying to Mihailevic but had enjoyed ne confidences from
him. He was a rare type of Englishman whe sneers at everything American and dislikes
having Americans clese te him. Thank Ged; this‘type of\Englishmnn is as rare as their
anti-British American pretetype.

fle were s;at;d‘at a leng, lew tadble and ceffee was Brought to‘us; a ceffee
ﬁnde of reasted barléy; slightly bitter, but net unpalatable. Then te business.

The Brigadier predﬁoed lotters.frOm General Wilson, commander in chief ef the
Kediterranean Cenmand, King Peter II and Colenel Putnik, head eof tho‘yhgoaltr Mission
st Caire. I was never permitted to see or hear the contents of these letters by the
Brigadior; altheugh subsequently General Hihtilovio‘read the British message to me.

It was a blunt, ferthright, almest arregant letter demsnding that Mihailevic intensify

sabotage and guerilla activities immediately. Eowever, ne munitions er supplies were
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promigsed and ne plan stipulated that ceuld definitely bs heeked in with Allied strategy.

I learned, during the conference, that a pitifully smCall smeunt of arms, ammunitien and
clothing had been 3ent in; tha t much was defective or badly sized and that sems rather
larze steres of plaétic had been drepped invﬁlaceé utterly inacoesible te locatiens
where it ceuld be used. I learned hewever that Majer Djuric, just nerth ef Skeplja in
the.Vardar and Ibar Valleys and Majer Kesserevic, in the K0pn§nik, a reglem just west of
" the Ibar Valley, had been drepped seme fifty er mere plane leads of appreximately twe
tons each ever an eight menth peried and had remained mere or less passive, due, the
British theught, te Mihailevic's direct ordéra. I was curieus as te Mihailevic re-
aotien. This man, who had headed the Ravna Gora'Movanent; & movement which was the
first recegnized resistance mevement in Eur0p;; & mevement whioch stimulated the will te
resist in ether eceupied ceuntries; which had served te permit England te hade seme
breathing space between her cQuragooﬁu, guixetic defeats in France, Greece and Crete,
and later denied by sabetage and guerilla warfare the full use te Germany ef the vital
supply route frem Central Eurepe te Africa threugh the port ef Salenika causing the
defest ef Remmel. This man whe had thrilled the minds of ceuntless milliens with the
glameur and daring ef his expleits; was he simply guérilla or the patrietio leader of
«n eppressed peeple? |

I had coms te Yugoslaviu s an An;rican whe knew ne Eurepean ceuntry er
peoples, whe speke ne language except run-ef-mine English and questionabld scademie
French. I had come in as an American in the British Missioen, knbwiﬁg this to be a
British shew, and knewing my countrybhad ne stake in this counﬁry except te help kill,
pin dewn and paralyze the Germans. I weuld not be living there ence the war was ever,
and any taik of pest wnr.politics before the Germans were driven out seemed sacrilege.

The Minisﬁer stated his positien, that the Rawvma Gﬁra mevement was directed
szainst the Germans and Bulgarians, but that the Partizans or Communists as he called
them, were harrassing his treeps te the West, falling.on their flanks when they, the
Chetﬁiks)were attacking the Germans, killing villagers who chose to rem;in aloég and
renerally disrupting sustained action against the Germans. He further cited the BBC
propaganda, which was giving credit for his eiploita to the Partizans in a manner
| which aukyxksmp was engendsring hatred for the British ameng the Serbs. Hevfurther

“decried saebotage which only temperarily embarrassed the enemy and drew terribly heavy

reprisals on the innecent Serb villagers who were guilty enly ef furnishing fosd and
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6.
supplies te his troeps. He went on to tell of the terrific toll ef Serbian life in

Craatia exacted by the Ustashi under Anta‘Pavelich, estimated by the British as
“around 700,000 men, women and children; _the terrific massacres at Belgrade and other
towns By the Germans and the atrecities ef the Bulgarians in the East.

He felt that he must, unless a strategic ebjective was indicated; refrain from
operations which weould call dewn toe much Serbian bloed in réprisal by the Germans,
until he could more adequately arm his men and carry on sustained warfare,. or declare

»

8 "Nstanek" or rising ef all the people when and if the Allies éto;rtod their invasion
of the Balkans. |
Now here was an impasse! It had appeared to me in Caire that eertaim targets,

the mest impertant the Bers Mines just nertheast of m ?100- Bulgarien berder,
plus the TreMﬁnes at Mitrevica sheuld be tackled both by sabetage band frem the
air. The Ber lines thmseivea produced 30% ef Eux.‘epe's. copper and the Trcp_ﬁamines
were rich in antimeny and lead. A kneckeut. ef plant in either place would hurt the
«ernmans severely, |

The first cenference was 9; bickering match with the srigadier deﬂnitely out-
classed. | | v | |

After the confereace, 1 got my orders! I was there ‘sim'ply teo give an Allied
illusion to the Iugeslavs. The Mission was pritish and the whole show would remain
a British shew. I would be permif:ted to see or talk to Mihailevic enly. at the dise
creﬁien of the Briga‘di'er. Mansfield weuld not be permitted near the headquarters.
I1f and when i was sccerded audience with the Minister I would be accempanied by Col.
Bailey and the conversation would be in Serbo Croatian. I was even forbidded to
address Mihailevic directly in Fremch. Further, any messages destined fer my peeple
in Cairo weuid be subject to the Brigadier's censership.

Needlsss te say, I told the Brigadier I would repert his instructions te
Cairo, inasmuch asv they vielsted my briefi'ng on several speclfic peints. Caire,
incidently, backed hi.m up on all points ex%opt my messages to them which the
Brizadier was ordered to send through verbatim after reading them.

We, the Americans, were thus d_slegated to a supernumerary news gathering
capacity and at thaf, sending in items gathered by the mb(headquarters) from

various Korpus (cerps) cemmanders by radie and courier, This intelligence could

not be checked and, I felt certain, would have te be almost tetally discounted.
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I felt that the war had to be an Allied show and that America had a definite task
to perform, even in the Balkaﬁs. It might be only supplies but supplies are the sinews

of war,.



o Chapter III.

Vie were living w rather precarious nomsdic existence. I purchased a three year
eld iron zray mare with censiderable English blood in her and in addition te eur
riding animalg we bhad teuzh little mountain pack ponies. The remuda was always near
our biveuac and we were able to strike tents, lead our pack animals and move out in
& matter of minutes if attacked. The Germans struck at least weekly and Patrtizan
groups felt free te fall on our flanks during these engagements, Hewever, we were
always on the alert and with twe exéeptiogs, had time to get' loaded up and away
before the main bedies of the eneny came within effeotive striking distance.

Ve meved through a wild, pisturesque, mountainous country and our poo'ple

knew this ceuntry as the palms ef their hands. Our diet was whele reasted pig or .
mutten with petatees and cornbAreud. Che aippresxoh te butter was a fat ot_lled ’g\m’a\c
prepared from cream of varying sw’eetnossAthrown into a vessel and §s.1tod. That a;xd

& curdlike cheese called sir which brought up visions of the questionable cheeses of

Africs, wers eaten with the flat reund leaves of corn or wheat b!"ea.d. We, of ceurse,
had tea and I seon learned te leok fer ceffee only frem the Serbs: the British are a8
poor at making ceffes as Americens are with tea, On pokrid or flight we were ;antent
with soup er a crust ef bread, or, more often only delicious mountain spﬂng water or
rakija.

" POKRET
"Polenid" (translated insufficiently as movement), ‘which came all tee frequently,

)

consisted of single file processions stretching eut interminably ever the trails; ad-
vance fighting parties forward, at the flankd and at the rear. The body guard cone
sisted of never mere than 250 led by the huge 6 foot 6 blaok—ﬁearded Yankefioh, whe,
it tad 38id, hid,besn fighting with the Partizans in Bosnia until the fellowers of
Tite bogin their m against the mﬁ$ WELL BS GGAIRET THE GERMA
Lack of knowledge of Serbo Creatian was overceme partly by annexing Capt. Bora
Todorevic ef the Ro:,;al Yugoslav Army, an entendant., His efforts to teach me the
lsngzuage were net teo sﬁccessf‘ul, for the reason that his Eng;lish was on & par with
ny French. However, we gat alony fameusly.
Bora is small, barely 125 pounds ef wildcat. He graduated frem the Military
Academy at Belgrade in the 308 and was assigned te an ack-ack battery in Belgrade at

the time of capitulatien. He was taken te Germany as a prisener ef war aleng with

several hundred thousand ether Serbs.
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Eventually he was sent te Nuremberg and emroute escaped through a very small

windesw from the bex car in which he was -r;‘Eding. Then, acreas seutherm Germany,
France, Spain te Nerth Africa and up te England., The government in exile sent him
te Caire to make plans te join Mihailovic and he arrived in Caire en the secend eof
July. We had eur first luncheen in Egypt together at the Yugoslavien Military
Mission, where 1 was the guest of Celonel Radevich. Seated s.i'do by side we speke
& curisus mixture of English and Frenoh.

Vie had come inte Yugeslavia en the same night but b'y different planes and
teasted safe o.rrivai with a-huge bewl ef steaming Sh@adiskﬁ. caj tegether en land-
ing, He was of the greatest pessible assistance to me dur:lng the time I siayed with
the mihailcvio ferces.

Bera spoke te me of a batman or pesilni as they are called. I wanted a
smart lad whe ceuld deuble as a oypher clerk. I have only centempt fer the officox;
whe requires vgletin[g and waiting en in the field and w;atod s mar merely te loek
after my horses and te puek and unpaek when we aﬁmdoned or made cemp.

TRE JANDIAK
After several trio.ls 1 acquired Decimir, a Serb from Baimetbia, - rngged
brewn-faced, smiling lad of nineteem carrylng as his worldly wealth a 48 'bo.ss
BOTTONS INSTEAD OF
harmonica( an acsordian withe»i keys;. He speke Italiam well and ceuld nearly
always be found when uneccupied seftly playing Serbian er gypsy songs or the rich

meleodies of Dalmatiae

He did quite well as a cypher clerk although he kmew ne English whatever,

which suited'n& purpese,and he had the curieus persenal leyalty ef the Serb, whioch
was very cemforting.

At night ®r when we rested en the road he weuld furnish the music fer the
Koela dancerss Gemerally twes er three weuld start the edd, Jig~like, shuffling
dence with ethers one by ene heeking arms and jeining in until a great cirole was
formed around him, the music getting faster and faster until leas of breath ealled
quits. For variety Decimer weuld dance, himself, playing the harménica furiously,
with a gyratery abandsn that iould bring dewn the hoiuse in n“two-a-dn.y."

He wore ene of the heavy hemespun knicker suits affected so much by the
Italians, bleusing pants reﬁohing to the shOetepé and an Eten like jacko;'c that
exposed his rear. 1 gave him a 38 caliber Smith and Wessem in an epen helster to

carry and his spirits seared te high heaven,
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Major Jack was given the task of instructing in demelitiens and the first turn-
sut was verv large. Jack really knew his business and was a very careful end painstaking
tsacher and I felt I was having a very adequate refresher course; discussing time
pencils, fuses and varieus types of explesives; hew te figure quantities, prepare
charzes and de a competent jeob, |

The secend class met a week later for further instruction and‘We were aghast
to seé an entirelv new crop of eager faces. Asking where the men were whe had attended ’
the previeus week, an officer ameng them airily explained that they were new experts
and weuld net need te attend further. They were an incredible let ;f peeple.

A few days after eur arrival Marke set eut te blew a bridze near Mekra Gers,
an operatien which had been pla.nned; by the Serbs fer seme time. The Brigtdi’or insisted
on geing along, previeusly nearly setting rllarko crazy with his quéstions. Se much
calculatien and pl@ng must be dene at the mement of. pesitive actien in a ceuntry
where ene must fight his way te &he peint ef actien; that calmly setting dewn and
attempting te explain minute details seems silly and the climax came when the Brigadier '
asked when the zere heur weuld be.

"My Ged", said Marke "Hew de I knew, It depends on when we get there and
whethXer we run inte enemy patro}.‘s"o | '

"Nensense™, said the Brigadier "This is a military eperation and there will
be a z_.ero‘ heur”,

"All right" said Marke, steaming ever "I will ask the Minister, It's his
shew, ¥suxk You're geing aleng te watch at his 1nvitati§n and I have been asked te
lay the charges." ‘ '

They left and the trip was successful, a bridge being blo@.ud twe tunnels

mined. I forget te ask abeut the zere heur when they returned,
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fﬂgﬁé;“;he conquest of Yugeslavia in 1941 the country was nicely divided by the
vultures. Italy was accerded the Dalﬁatian Coast and parts of Slovenia, Creatia,
Bosnia and Herzegorina soughly on a lins ijubljana— Kurlevac-Banjaiuka .aouﬁh to the
coast just nerth of Dubrovnik. Germany annexed tne major portion of :lovenia wemain-
ing and Jjointly eccupled with the Croats the balance of -roatia, $lavenia and Posula.
o strkp like a chevion fifty miles in deptn with one gide tuc *anjaluka-Dﬁbrovnik
line and the ether side extending te the berder of serbia compesed the Free Creat
State with 3arajeve the chief town.
in the jointiy eccupied German-Creat zone and the :iree State the Ustashi -
terrerists of Ante Pavelic, trained for murder in Hungary with German and Itglian
vmeney and already ef preven value to the Axis in’the assassination of Alexander in
Harseilles, began their scourée of the Serbs. The rivers and valleys ran red with-
the bleed eof 700,000 men, wemen and children. Dr. Moljevich, a Serb frem Banjaluka,_
saw with his own o&e; frem a hillside everleeking his heme the Creatian murderers
enter his home, drag ferth his wife and twe daughters aged eighteen and tweﬁty and
cut their threats. He fled to'Mihailofic to implere him teo pretect if he ceuld the
innocent‘aﬁd helpless remaining. .
Vf;égrad lies some forty five miles east of Sarajeve on the turbglegt Drina
River, feroing its way threugh narrow canysns to the nerth and its junctien with
the Sava. | |
Here the populatien had been a mixture of Musselmap, Croat and Sefb;_petce—
ful end presperous fqg&ther until the legibns of Ustashi carried their sceurge of
death te its hemes and streets. A gregt lumber mill on the outskirts was requisitioned
to turn eut a greatly increased productien for the Germans and an smmunitien plant
was set up in a textile factery acress the river. Seme Serb craftsmen and lumber-
workers were spared to laber as slaves for the new lords and to the west and te the
east en the railread; ties, bridge timbers, planking and boards were dispatched fer
rebuilding the bridges and trackege destroyed Bj Chetnik sabetage.
On Octeber 2nd. representatives of the mission, Brigedier Armstreng, marke,
iajor Jack and 1 accompﬁnied Lt., Col. Ostejich ef Mihallevic's staff with & small
cheta to Join Chetnik forces in an sttack en this town. We had two purpoﬁes, first,

to liquidate the garrisen of Germans and Ustashi and take their sgpplies and secend,

to destrey the great steel bridge six miles southwest of tewn which weuld clese the




line between Sarajeves and Belgrade via Kraguevac,

The attack, ceerdinated and cemmanded by Colenel Ostojicﬁ gave me an excelloit
0pportunity;to ebserve the guerilla tactiocs ef the Chetniks, as well as the training
énd combat mxtimmx stamina eof eofficers and men.

During the attack which began at 2 A.M. Marko and { ditched the efficial party
and went down te try out my Carbine and his Biretta. The distance was rather great
for accurate shootlng and hunger finally get the best of us and we repaired te a
plum erchard nearby, knowing we'd be sorry because they're rather laxative, but we
were raveneus eneuzh net.te care, |

As we appreached a particlafly luscious loeking tree a ﬁachine gun started
cutting branches just over eur fieads and Marke and I teek turns trying te get the
so=-and-se of a Ustashi while the ether picked hataful ef plums.

It must be remembered that Chetnik weapens were rifles; light machine guns
and hand grenades only and that sele means ef centrel wers by veice, courier and
Very.pistol. In that type of mpuntainoua country, I timed ene courier taking a half
hour te geo a thousand meters. Hewever, except for the slewness of cemmunicaticn, the
storming eof the town was on-the~whele'we11 carried out, The pewer house was put out
of commission at first phase of'@ttack.

i saw Chetniks, scﬁewhat'protected by the rifle fire of their comrades, rush
the ceoncrete bunkers of the enemy, pull the‘pins of thelr grenades, held thgm twb
seconds and heave them threugh the firing slits. It's ne job fer the faint-hearted
end many were killed. twe seldiers with aﬁdoﬁen wounds came back fer treatment. There
was nething we could de fer them and I saw them latef, dead en their bellies, where
they had crept clese te a strongly defended house, with a half grin on their facea,v
going out fighting. |

The fact that manj of the Ustashi had their families with them did net lessen
the fury of the fight and in many‘cases women died with their men; and theif children,
caught iﬁ the murderoﬁs crossfires, lay mute and dead in wide eyed terrer.

A battery of what appeared to be 105 mm guns emplaced on a hill acreos the
river at the ddge of a cornfiéld gave us hell until the Chetnik brigade on that side
smeked them eut, but in geed erder, getting rid of the breech blocks as they high-
tailed to the mountains. The next day Major Jack destroyed this battery by placing

one shell in the muzzle and one in the breech and setting them off., Junk!




wo merxou eur way oecx arter bit te eur artillery, a single 46 mm mertar ik
witheut sights. It was being fired by twe ex-regulars whe did a wenderful jeb in
bringing fire te bear on the barracks and steres acress the river.

Ve explered the town‘after a triumphal entry the next merning. The herses
snerted oever the still smeldering debris eof houges and sheps set afire during the
fighting; dead Germans and Ustashi littered the streets with their steel helﬁetn and
black beets, mest of them with festoens ef petate masher grenades en their peraonsov'

We had'killed abeut 350 Germans and Ustashi and many civilians had been
caught in the doadl& fire. Abeut 150 ef the enemy had escaped te the high meuntains,
mest ef them te be tracked dewn and killed by the pursuing Chetniks, whe, many with
the visien ef leved enes killed almest befere their eyes by these same people'had ne
mercy lefts .

Several of the Musselman mesques had been badly damaged which seemed a pity
as they were quainﬁlold structures but when I inspected a Serbian church, it's
beautiful windews breken by vandals, weedwerk hacked and carved with knives, with
human excretien ever the fleer and altat space, I keptvsilent.

Acress the deep swift flewing Drina the Turks had caused a bridge te be
built in the thirteenth er feurteenth century, a massive beautiful structure. This
we crossed te the ether side where the German garrisen had been quartered. Here
were large stables filled with draft and riding animals, soﬁe sixty five still
living in spite of the heavy fire. There was d.fine hespital weil equipped, sheps
and quartermaster stores. Befere the Germans evacuated they set fire te tpe _
buildings but the ha}dy Serbs breke in and stagzered eut with heavy cases»of
armunitien and mertar shells. .

Our leet censisted of twe field piéoea, a large ameunt ef autematic woapo#s,
500 rifles, 2 trains, 2 automebiles, 4 meter beats, 3 rubber'bsats,”? large and 12
small mertars, 1 radie station and a tremendueus ameunt of ammunitien. Mest ef the
hespital equipment J;iuckily was destreyed by fire.

Archie Jack and I feund twe Nazi flags, hugze banners with fields six by
twenty feet. i slept for several nights using mine as a bed sheet in my sleeping
bag with the swastika nicely centered under my rear. Desinir, my bat pbey, finally
persuaded me to remdve the em vlem and he traded the red cleth for kajmak and weney.
That winter the swastikﬁ, felded, served te¢ keecp the snew ¢ut of my neck.

later, we ate sumptueusly at the main hetel. The Serbs were in an ex-
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o = _pansive w2od and I corgraet tula ted them on & worknorlits jeb.

The
The rsx zfternoen we left by trail'for.a bridge te the west towards Sarajeve.

We passed the lumber factory and yards which hal bzen fired durine the attack the day
before, 4t's charred, blackened, still burning lumber piles and buildings presaged
a_n end to repairs of bridges snd rights sf way fer seme ciwe to ceme. ¥We carried

650 1bs. of plastic by pack animal tralp and were accompanied'by twe Yugeslavax

-seoper officers whe turned eut te be former miners.

We rested at a little farming xwkik setilemen’ high up abeve the river gorge

‘until midnight, meving eut te be in pesitien to attack at twe in the merning. wuigh

abevs the bridge ve walted on eur bellies for the signai %® rush She guarding punkers
on either side of the river. etulug happened und ﬁurko and ! ocurssa av Lis ceamnaovie
foz, abliteracing everything but the diw Bights en beth ends of the bridge. it
seemed like a heaven inapired cumeuflage te uask eur clese approach where creuades
and autematic fir ceuld shatter tlLe night, the buniers and the garrisen. A ragged
valley of rifles finally began the shew and it was net until ten thir??’that the
living enemy retreated dewn the far side of the river, leaiing eur geal, the bridge.
it was a noble steel structure, 450 ft. leng, suspended several hundred feet
absve the rampant leaping waters ef the Lim. Major vack ;ubbed his hands in gleeful
anticipatien. . |
. Upen

kfkex measuring the bridge we decided 450 1bs. of plastic would de the Jeob
set

nicely, and xk up shep in ene of the twe tunnels en eur side of the river, dragging

dead vermans back eut ef eur way.

Afte} watching the sapper gang abusing geed detenater-ferming technique
fer a mement I pitched in and by the time marke and Jack, whe had an argument with
the twe sappef efficers, and had te pl#ce the plastic themselves, had finished their
Job, + had the detenaters ready. Ihese.we:placed using primh cerd, set the fuse for
twe minutes and walked carefuily but fast ; aomé te the tunnels and seme te a gate
house dewn the slepe.

Things let go and a huge chunk ef iren jugt missed a Chetnik at the mesuth
of the tunnel I was in. Wﬁen‘we loeked eut the bridge was in twe pieces on the bed
of the river.

A week later we heard BBC anneunce that the rartizans had blewn this

bridge.
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- CHAPTER - V

We returned then te Vishegrad fer the night (Saturday; where marke and I slept
in a private home everleeking the tewn bridge, a stene structure built by the Turks
in the 14th centurye |

We were awakened Sunday merning by a death lament and leoking eut saw a weman
being led aoress the bridge by Chetniks and immediately after heard a shoi. e
dresseﬁ and went dewn. A redeubt in the center ef the bridgs was 1itera11y:covered
with dried bleed and wemen's shees, e§en & orutch hinted at the slaughter ef the
Serbian villagers by the Ustashi and Germans during the attack, as well as seme
prebable killing by the rage filled Serba whe haé suffered the less ef yet ners of
their kinsfelk. |

I was teld the weman was the wife'of ;ne of the escaped Ustashi leaders, but .
that still did net excuse her murder,

I ebserved appfoximately fifty bedies, men, women and children, en the shere
under the bridge and ceunted twenty twe in the river. We passed te the sther side
and saw sn eld Musselman weman absut seventy years of age, being led acress the bridge.
bv xxax seldiers. We were herrified te see a geldier lead her te the radeubt, threw
her off the bridze and fire twe shets inte her as she was swept helplessly dewn the
swift stream. We hurried back te the headquarterﬁ, reperted the killing and had the
soldier committing the crime, shet eutright. Immediately afterward andther nman was
led up and executed fer leeting. Majer Jack was unable te eat bréakfast.

The attakks en Vishegrad indicated the followipg te me (1) the persenal
bravery and teughness ef the Serb plus an abselute savagery in attack, (2) a
deficlency in timing and prelimineby planning which adequate cammunicatiens weuld
relieve (8) lack ef ceerdination, (4) faulty and casual intelligence which meant a
complete recalculatien ef measurement and explesive material after taking the bridge
weat of tewn. A quicﬁ job weuld have failed in #ccomplishment. (5).A further
deficienocy was in the handling ef captured materiel, fully ene third being either
destreyed or ruined by careless handling and theft. This was particularly true ef
medical supplies.

Upen return te the Stab it became apparent, in our meetings with the Minister,
which I was permitted te attend, tﬁat twe great hates came before the hate fer the

Besche ; first, hatred for the Communist as the Chetnik labels the rartizan and
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second, hatred fer the Musselman (Serbs cenverted te Mehammedanism during furkish
eccupatien) and theﬁiz:giﬂlBoth these hatyed; have been accented by the German and
Italisn prepaganda. The bleedy trail ef histery, i.e. Turkish eccupatien, has alse
served its purpsse.

After twe weeks I became mere and mere convinced that seme sert ef physical
barrier would have teo be erected between the Chetniks and Partizans te get real actien
azainst the Besche. However, the Britiéh insisted on establishing a beundary between
the twe ferces which was net werth thg paper it was written en. In fact, I contacted
the Fartizans en my trip eut, within twe days march frem the Chétnik's headquarters,
well east ef the Lim River, which ki was thg-ﬁoundnry determined upen: énd tﬁe Chetniks
had maintained:;repongerunt fellewing ip Besnia Herzegevina and Montenfgro since early
in 1541, when rartizans were a scarce cexmedity in these regions.

Our jodb was'releghted te intelligence reperting ef data impessible te cenfimm
and this did net-appear te be the acme ;f American participatien, if any; Accerdingly,
we bezan a repert based on ebservations which I further implemented frem a military
standpeint. A request was made by radie te Caire fer permissien te spet check the
military strength, petentialities, gnd merale ef the Chetnik ferces and preceed
imnediately fer Washingten upen cempletien thereef te present sur findings and
recormendations fer Ame;ican participatien, if any. wun Nev. 6th, net having received
an answer frem Caire and believing the trip essential frem an infermatien standpeint,.

we set eut in company with Majer Racic en an itinerary ef five weeks, which weuld

bring us up te deep winter in the Yugeslav meuntains.

Our party censisted of myself, it. Cel. Hudaen whe was sent te act as
interpreter, Lt. KMansfield, Capt., Tederevic ef the Reyal Yugeslav Army, whe was
designateé liasen efficer by the Minister, and feur Yugeslav batmen. We used feur
ridinz and feur pack animals, leaving the Migsien areund neen,

Early that morning.l had taken Mensfield and Toderevic with me te see the
Minister feor the last time.and.over 'Sandjak coffee',(§thenwise humersusly knewn as
Yuze-Brazil) the General told me ef his admiratien fer Celenel Fertier, U.,S. Military
Attache at Bélgrade at the time of the caplitulatien and alse his high persenal regard
for General 'Wild Bill' Denevan, whe had visited the Balkans just before the debacle.

' The General reiterated his feeling regarding my trip inte Serdbia preper,
that I sheuld be free to geo where I pleased, talk to whem I pleased and when I pleased,

ard zave Capt. Toderevic a letter with uniimited autherity te gather what infermatien



i mme = = wvasUvYTU UTGCISATY, mtﬁ;ut hindrance or delay. All he asked was that I
teke back to Ameriga' an unblased account of what I feund.

He said that while the Serbgfvere never quite sure what was in the mind of the
British; they felt that fer politict;l reasens Churchill weuld net hesitate to threw the
Balkans te the Communists if by deing so the British woeuld be reasenably certain they
could retain their held en Greecs and the eastern Mediterranean. With the Americans,
the Serbs felt we had ne purpsse except te win the war by fighting the Aiis; ne
pelitical er territerial aspiratiens, and the. Serbs felt we meant what we said witheut
ulterier metive.

The General went en te say that Serbian sentiment was strengest tewards France,
whe had ceme te her aid in Werld War I. A cultural bend had existed thare’for s leng
time. With Russia there had frem time immemerial been an even cleser bend ef rﬁce, )
laﬁguageyaimilarity, religien, everything but Cemmunism which deatrojed privﬁte
ownership and made its fellewers slaves ef the state. With Americans, they steed for
freedem of theught, speech and enterprise, for themselves as well as ethers.

We exchanged pictures. On mine I wrot§ "A netre success” and en his appears
"A men trés cher ami Celenel Seifz de l'arm:e Americaine dans leé mentagnes libres -
de Yugeslavie" = General Drag. Mihailevic. A final teast in rakija "Te Freedem", a

mutual embrace, and away, with a lump in my threat,

e
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CHAPTER VI
The party passed successively threugh the areas commanded by kacic, Milavanevic,
Ninkevic, Kalabic, Smiljanic, Vuckevic, and-Cvetic. Until we reached Vuckevic we were
passing threugh the very excellent farming section of Serbia, eften very clese to
Germans er Bulgarians.

Our precedure was te meet the area commander as near thé berders of his cemmand
as pessidble, having first sent couriers ahead with instructiens as te the fermulatien
and make up of strength tables. Upen meeting him we weuld insist en visiting his
brigades, if pessible, inspecfing them in action. Our reutine alse called fer stepping
in as many villages as pessible. v : v

With Majer Racic we made excellent time, traveling with foﬁr heavily armwd.ﬁbdyb

guards and sending eur batmen and pack animals ahead by a different reute se that we met

'only every twe er three dayse The friendliness ef the natives was teuchingly genuine,

the Serb being naturally ene ef the mest hespitable ef humans and what censistently
strgok me was the utter devetien of these peeple fer their peasant king and their

peasant demecracy they had feught threugh the ages te attain. Mest evident alse, threughe
eut the territery we traversed, ﬁas the leyalty and respect in which Draza Mihailevic was
held. They felt that threugh him the king weuld return. Little children, wemen, veterans
of Saioniku, eld wemen, priesés, the lam? and the halt, all Chetniks, at times embarrassed
us with their expressions tewards the Americans whe perhaps might be the means by ﬁhich
their freedem weould be restered.

As en illustratien, en the first day with Racic, riding aleng the ceuntry read
we met an xwuk eold pgasant trudgiﬁg aleng. Raclc wifh impish delight asked the 01& man
where we wére. Then said "Are yeu a Cemmunist?"

"Ne" said the old peasant, "I am for the king".

"Well™, said the ¥ajer, "We are Communists and will cut ?he threats ef these whe
believe in the king." -

"Yeu will have te cut my threat, then" said the deughty Serb "I am still fer
the king, Ged bless him,"

We felt a curleus kinship fer these peeple; they are greatly like eur own

'meuntainoers; se alike in fact that I have remarked many times that change their clethes,

have them keep silent and yeu weuld be unable te tell them apart. in place ef eur square

dance they execute the Kele, linking arms en either side and ferming & leng line which




semetimes. snakes out te hundreds ef peeple with.a curieusly shuffling step back and
forth in perfect time, the leng line moving slewly ene way or anether,depending en
the leader whe is generally a mﬁster of thé dance. With increased tempo fhe dance
goes on and en until the breatu cemes hard and the ucceraisn player vires. I¢ is a
sdance to keep reet and bedy warm on tne traii, there the voices of the'dgﬁcers seftly
or leudly ke_eping time, dancing faster,AN®D FASTER. _

pefere i1 go further I want te dwell a little en the British Mission members,
Unfortunatelj 4 was unable te undersﬁand or get aleng with the srigadier. ne was an
admirable little man in many ways, rather slew thinking bﬁt it appeared impessible fer
him te try te understand Americans and American ways er oerbians and cerbian Vf,o.ys.

With the others a very clese bend was formed immediately, based en mutual
trust. and liking. velenel Bailey, whem tho.B!‘igad_ier had displaced as Chi§f of
Missions, was exceptionally lntelligent, a master ef the native language, and very
ebjective in theught. His only faﬁlt was possibiy lack of military service befere the
capitulatien had ﬁaken him frem the status of mining engineering in Serbia.tonan
advisery capacity.with resistance grsups. He was mest helpful.

Lt., Cel, Hudsen wﬁs 8 ysung, physically magnificent, mining engineer whe had
operated all ever the wsrld; the geld mining sen of a geld mining father.‘ He had lived
in Scrb;a eight years befere the capitglation. He had enly stayed away feur menths efter
the Germans cﬁme, ceming back fer a pin peint landing by submarine en the Dalmatian
Coast with three Serbs. After the landing in the dark, with radie and bﬁggage
impedimenta, the dawn disclesed their lecation Just thirty er forty feet belew an
Italian machine gun ebservation pest.s For three nights, they teted equipment te a safe
place, needless te say quietly. Marke was in nﬁtive dress and had ne coﬁtaots. For

~twe and a half years ﬁe stayed first with the Chetniks, then with the Partizans, send-
ing eut infermatien aé he ceuld, finally ergenizing the first British Missien with
Mihaileovic. He had ne creed but te fight Germans and the inactien which at times ex-
isted with beth greups, Partizan end Chetniks, dreve him well nigh crazy. uUn eur trip
inte Serbia he was a tewer of strength and'guidance/1ntellectually henest, desperately
disillusiened but carrying en like a geed seldier.
Lt. Cel. Bert Howard ef Seuth Africa was an engineer in civil 1ife, had
come threugh Abyssinia and Eritrea with a bang, had feught in Nerth Africe and waa a

splendid executive. He had the very difficult rele of peacemaker between all of us
and the Brigadier,



Majer Kenneth Greenlees was a Scat; tall, fair, able te sutwalk & herse, very keen
mind=d; relegated te housekesping efficer for the Missien,

Kajor Peter Solly Floed was a fighting irishman, whem I had knewn at kazr El Nil in
cairs. ilhen he jumped on the target a perverse wind had carried him ever inte the next
valley and all his equipment had been lest. He was an accemplished linguist, speaking
French, Gefman, Dutech anq Italian. 4in Africa he had served as a combat Intelligence
Cfficer and kmsw his jeb thereughly, |

Major Archie Jack was a Cornishman whs had served in Nerthern India as & sapper.

He was exceptienally likeable. After blewing up eur bridge near Visegrad ﬁe had lagged
behind the ethers on quitting the place. Hearing sebbing we investigated and feund a little
bey ef four wanderinz en the river bank., He w§s>desperately tired, thin and hungry. The
kin on his bare feet was peeling frem being wet fer several days. High on the bank was
a dead man, frem appearance a Musselman. Jack teek the peer little tyke befofe him on the - f
. saddle, cevering him with his rain cape. We fished eut a crust of cern bread and he ate
raveneusly. Gradually as his bedy warmth returned, he relaxed and slept with perfect
trust. On return te Visegrad the Brigadier gave him ever te the tavern keéper's wife.
There are so many little hemeless enes in that unhappy country. fThey have ne Politics, i
and yet they ;ro thé futuré of the land.

There was Captain Lefty, Signals'officer, a geed naturéd harum-scarum living
for teday and heping fer treuble.

The ether ranks were seldiers and marines, seme of them escaped priseners ef
~ war, the kind ef chaps whe weuld be a deiight te any efficer, happy £ lucky but able te
" werk and kik liking a fight. Sergeant Tennisen, chief signaller, weuld stick en the key
heurs at a clip for me. Oddly eneugh a year later we came back en Qne of the Queens te-~

.

gether, he en his way te Australia end I, heme.
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CHAPTER VII

Manjor Drageslav Racic was a big handsomé black bearded, blue eyed Regular Artillery-
man, He rede a levely black gelding he had killed a Gestape te gete That enimal had
the sweetest trot of any herse I have efer ridden.

Racic had a magnigicent fighting recerd. He had graduated frem the Reyal Military
Academy at Belgrade in 1929 and at the time of the German invasien he was in cemmand ef
a gun battery at Ljubljana in Slevenia. Un invasién he was sent nerth te the Italian
border. Shertly he came back te destrey artillery abandened by gariiaons in Creatia
when news of the German invasien was recelved. .

From Creatia he preceeded inte Besnia teaming up with a Majer Todortvich. ne kin
te Captain Bera, my entendant. They tegether had a battalien ef infantry and a battery
of artillery. Htweve?, when news of the capitulatien came they had fﬂeir-mén take their
weapens and ge heme, themselves going te Belgrade as civilians., There Racic heard of
the Ravnagera mevement ef Coelonel Mihailevic.

Mihailevic sent him back to Belgrade te gather recruits from seldiers whe had
reverted te civilian clotheé and‘for a cover; Racic epened the Cafe Chantant there,
serving Germans and Serbs alikg, and with his white chefls cﬁp he must have been a
honeye. After a month, the'Gestapo came. Racic escaped and upen reaching Mihailevic,
was put in cemmand ef the territery west ef Belgrade qn.either side of the Sava. He
is a born leader, a fine executive and the peasants fellew him blindly. He had much
goed equipment taken frem the Germans and appreximately 4000 armed trained men, mestly
regular army er velumteers at iavna Gera., Seme 13,000 unarmed but trained men were
scattered threugh his Korpus, praying fer semething besides a-flail er knife te fight
with when Ustanak was declared.

OQur first night with Racic we came late te a beautiful 1little village high in
the mountains. A great central plaza perhaps 300 feet widé ran dewn the center at ene
end of which was the'htspital, a_t the ether fhe church, &nd extremély beautiful eld
structure dating baék hundreds of yeﬁrs; We supped lete and slept at the heuse of the
repe, a White Russian whe had fled Russia when the Belsheviks arese in 1917.

Next msrning we atbended church, fer it was Racic's Slava. It was very
impressive and my first intreductien either to Slava or a Serbian Church ceremeny.

In America we have birthdays but in Serbia when a child is bern,he autematically

becemes pessesser of a day eof censiderable histerical meaning, Slava, 1Its rests ge back
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to the peried when his family racceptedwunristmnity in the tlth er 1iZtn ceﬁt.ury. AT
that time the family or tribe chese seme Saint as a patron and on that Saint's Day
gaVe‘thanks to God. Peasants today eften begzar themselves to celebrate, and there
is much feasting and dancing ef the Kole.

The Slava cake is psepared of whole wheat boiled with finely greund English
walnuts and sugar. The Pope scorés it noerth, seuth, east and west and everyone eats
a small portien. |

The feast was really one. Toeasts in rakija were drunk. Then a chicken seup
with rice was served.. Then dzigerica which is the heart, liver, kidneys, sweetbreads
of a beef, diced and fried _with onien. Then the beef itself, reasted bwh‘olo and served
with petatees and pickled peppers. Next pig alse roasted whele, Wine was sérved,
being renewed as yeur glass level reacheé halfway dewn. It teek me a leng time te
realize this and fer a while, in the wealthy part of Serbia, I had s centinueus
heartburn, beth frem evereating and frem tee much "vine", |

For dessert & delicieus pie was served and little cakes. Ceffee, real
coffee was served last, Turkish style. Then mere ra.kijfu and the speeches,

From a child I had dreaded speeches., Being Irish I liked te talk_but looking
at rows of faces had always rebbed me of werds. Hewever, I was Americe, I had a

message, perhaps merely werds of enceuragement te a leng suffering ceurageius peeple,

8o similar te the Appalachian meuntaineers of my own country. Ne ene ceuld understand |
my English until it was translated, se I was able te get up, teast Récic and then tell
them why we were in the war; why it was necessary te kill Germans. 1 speke ef
Patrick Hénry, whe in the Virgiﬁia House ef Burgessess, during the Revelutien, made
his fameus speech, ferever the mette ef freemen "Liberty or Death."

A 8erbian banguet can be a very leng drawn out affair, depending upen the
rakija and vine available. Teasts and speeches generally centinue until ‘the hest's
house and the neighbers' heuses are dry as a Bone.

Howeve:", en this eccasien we breke up at a decent heur as I had troeps te
inspect. The first let numbered about' 350 under arms, 900 withoeut. They shewed
splendid discipline and questiening revealed many with professional experience.

Rifles had in many instances remained buried fer some time after the capitulation
and I eften wondered hew many rounds thev weuld stmnd. 011 was very scarce, alse,
and the lands er greeves of the rifles, in many instances resemble“ nething as much

ag country lanes.



We next inspected the hespital. It was clean; clean and bare. The surgeen was
an intelligent fellew whe had taken his training in Vienna and Paris, but his seole
equipment eutside eof cets and bandages, was zeal, He cauld cleanse weunds with
rakija and beil bandages previeusly used, but ef medical supplies Bhere were nene.
Sixteen wounded seldiers and sick and injured civilians were being looked after.
Being semething ef a fanatic en first aid, I had rather a iarge supply eof quinine,
parageric, aspirin, laxatives, soda,sulfa drugs, morphine syrettes and bandages.

It was weefully inadequate for ether than very temperary relief but the gratitude
of the surzeen was beyend descriptien. It certainly lightened my loead and I would
have feit like a dirty se and se, had I kept thenm.

Racic sp;ke enly Serbian but was lgarning such cheice English as “ekey deke"
ard related phrases in a schelarly manner. The secend day we were like brethers and
I gave him my watch when I left him. unly the menth was impertant te knew, anyway.

The eld Pepe was guite a lad as were mest ef the Pobes I met. He was an
ardent menarchist as were all the Serbs except a few fellewers of'Tito; chever;
he said he wanted an end te the grafting and rottenesé which had prevéiled in
Belgrade., This, and ether remarks mere or less cenfirmed ﬁgbenei‘s that
mountaineers were the same the world over. Keep them in their mountain village
and they have the simple henesty the magnificence af nature breeds in the wilds.
Take them te the flatlends and many succumb te the lure of easy meney.

Speaking ef Pepes and Serbs, the Serbs are net on the surface religiously
inclined. ihey want te preperly ebserve christening, vlava, marriage and death
but otherwise tney are like most Americuns, Saking their religien very much for
granted.

Tn the ancient days the Fopes were warriors as wdll as priests and to them
goes much of the credit for the ingrained intestinal fertitude 9f the Serb. iour
Serbian :epe can preach or fight and has ;s a rule a wendreus capacity for liquer.

Hudson told ef oné occasion when he attended a christening. <the babe
was duly named and baptized and was put upstalrs in his crib. = neble banquet
was served with much vine and rakija. vFinally in an excess of expansibility and
bretherly love, the warthy sepe pulled out his revelver and shet three times
through thé ceiling; #veryone applauded; but iMarke ebserved the young mether

finally gazing first with interest, then with grewinz alarm at the pesitien ef the

halea in the ceiline

2. she jumped to her feet, screaming, and ran frem the roem.

- -
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fellowed by the frenzied husband and guests. OUne cerner of tte cridb was plerced
but the babe was sleeping peacefully, after the fashion of a good Serbd,

The next day we had quite a leng trip, trotting when the trail permitted.
Eight heurs ef xhkx this and when we had reached our village, high in the
mountaing, my mare was lame. Racic mounted me on his ewn unimal,rgetting a spare
for himself at the village.

Everywhere we inspected brigades, geinz dewn the lines, asking questiens.
Twe brizades were sent nerth ef the Sava where the Ustashl had terrerized several Serb

villages and murdered the leading citizens. At nizht Mansfield and Hudsen weuld

questien hayers, villaze officials and peasants while Bera and I wsuld question the

v

leaders of the Korpus en their knewledge of tactics and legistics.

Finally we came with Racic te the heme ef a high Serbian efficer. The
of ficer was not himself able te bes with us, ewing te his cenfininf werk in a German
prisener of war camp, but the wife, a very highly cultured lady, entertained us at
lunch. Ameng the guests wa_s a fermer prefesser of the University of Belgrade, which
had been clesed since the_capitulution.

Dr. =--, the fermer prefessor, was a small silver-haired man ef mest
excellent breeding and educatien. He had ceme from Belgrade but five days befere.
At lunch, which was a levely thing in a really beautiful heme we speke in French.
The werthy Decter said he had been retired by the goevernment but had with several
sthers ef the medical staff centinued te give and grade examinatiens ef these
wishing te finish their werk.

He felt that Nedic, the Serbian Quisling, had filled a certain necessary
part of Serbian 1ife, eveﬂ&vg-g cellaberater, in that he had te a great extent, pre-
ssrved law and erder, and prevented the shambles of anarchy which might etherwise
have existed. Further, he felt that Nedic was eppesing Cemmunism, altheugh it was
reperted the Cemmunists were beginning to-org&nize around the eutskirts of Belgrade,
waiting the day the Germans left te seize the city in an attempt te take ever the
govermment,

Ee said the feeling for Mihailevic was high in Belgrade, that he was
the symbel eof freedem te the peeple. However he felt that Nedic and Mihailevie,
both beiﬁg se bitterly eppesed te Cermunism might well combine ferces against them.

At this peint Racic jumped up, eyes flashing, sheuting that the Decter was a dirty




ca.'u'é_oar;{nonlst himself and sheuld be shot. Much tuct was necessary te ceel him eff.

We traveled oen, eight heavily armed, magnificently mouﬁted men, through villages
turned ;ut en masse te see the Americans. ' We weuld have te step, drink their health,
kihailevic's health, the King's health and early return; suffer garlands of flowers te
be draped areund eur ewn and eur hsrses' necks, be phetegraphed with the village
offichils, the veterans of Salenika, and the ysung ladies. Semetimes accerdians wesuld
be preduced and we weuld dance the Kole in the village street.

In between we weuld ‘inapect the brigades, eccasienally branching eff te ebserve
ene fighting the Cemmunisgts, whe f‘or the mest part appeared to be rather net tee high
class, maybe a ceuple of intelligentsia leading a greup ef stupid peasants, whe were
generally deserted by thelr leaders when attacked. I might say here that th_e’ae were
quite different frem the fighting elements ef Partizens in Mentenegre,

Our last day with Racic we came at night te a wealthy farm. We slept
excollently; and early the next merning reviewed twe brigades, returning fer a neesn
meal of truly great prepertiens. |

It was a sp;t at the ddge of the relling feethills turning te the levely
Sava Valley grassland Just a few miles te the nerth, Beys were leading seme magnificent
é.nimals aroeund with blankets and sircingles en their backs, teeking fer all the world,
except for clething, like a day in the paddecks back heme. One bay mare was se
magnificent she teok yeur breath and I was tempted to buy her,until I theught ef what:
I yot had te ge threugh in the meuntains,in my swing twwards Mentenegre.

It turned eut that these animals belenged te German and Nedic efficers
whe had brought them te the peasants for the winter. The peasants had an -idea they
might sell seme ef them and claim they were stelen. Knewing frem reperts that peasants
caught with gold were being shet by thg Germans, I was afraid te expese them te a
danger se great and kept temptation eut eof their way by simply not letting eur party.
lock too long.

Next: toA tﬁe stables a Tzigany erchestra played the gypsy tunes of Hungsry
and the battle chants eof the Serbs; twe wemen singing quite beautifully seme of the songs.
iarke recegnized many ef them as heving been highly paid cnterbéiners in Belgrade. Une
gypsy rather embarrassed Marke by attempting te sell him his wife for five dellars Americas

I left Racic with regret. In several brushes with the enemy he had been

splendid and Mansfield's files were grewlng heavy with infermatiens



Tle were turned sver te iajor Milavansvic at the borders of his cemmand,
sayinz sm au reveir te Majer Racic and thé four men who had come with him. They
were a picturesque, gzallant, gay let, Their startling similiarity te ysung
Azmericans except for their peasant garb and mixtures of uniforms of the warring .

natiens was incredible.
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With Xajer Milevanevich, a stocky brewn-bearded, dark-eyed chieftain in
Serbian garb ef dark green felt, we passed intes the lush farming ceuntry just
southwest of Belgrade. |

The Mejor was a cavalrymen of the eld schesl and he rede ene of the mest
beantiful Areb mares I have ever seen. It made the great grey gelding I rede
loek like a farm snimal, which at times I suspected he was.

e were new in country easily accessible te treeps. All threugh my Balkan
journey I observed that uermans and Bulgarians alike preferred the tewns and cities
and stayed off the trails and away frem the sparsely settled communities. unce out
of their element, they became easy prey and knew it. They ars semething like their
deg the Schnauzer, ne nese fer the woods!

Every village threugh which we passed, We were greeted with epen ams, great
wreathes of flowers, wine and fruit. sSometimes the little children would get ever-
excited and handle apples like cenfetti.

At night after receptiens, inspections, reviews and banquets, the Majer and
I would talk.

He had graduated frem the Reyal Military Academy at belgrade in 1924 and
vne riesd Ufficers vourse in 1552 and served in the 3rd Vavalry Hegiment ef the
aing's Guard until just befere the var when he had become Asst. Cemmendant ef the .
2nd Regiment at Belgrade. When the war breke eut he was en the Reumanisn berder
and met the German Tank Divisien ceming in frem that ceuntry. He withdrew acress
the Fanceve Bridge, blewing it behind him. Then came & time when he was hunted and
he teek te the hills, fighting when odds were net tee great, until the armistice
was declared. |

¥hen word of the Armistice reached him he was stunned and cculd net
believe that his country was beaten. His senloer officers teld him the Germans
only wished the Serbs te lay down their arms, but he ceuld net believe this either.
They would be taken priseners and shet. He finally reached a decisien; oalled
his ssldiers tegether and teld them te preceed in xsxm small greups of net ever
twe or three te their villages, te bury their weapons and await a call te duty
for the country. ¥ith his efficers and a small greup of seldiers whe refused to
leave him he went to the Sandg\'i;.k, that area between the Lim and Drina Rivers,

cubting off as with a knife Serbia and Mentenegre. Hore mountains pile en
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mouatains, rivalling for utter rugged grandeur any region in the world. It is a

section of mountain herders ef sheep, goa?s and cattle, and here and there a green
flat plain along the tumbling, riging rivers racing te the seas where tewns have
existed from the dim past. In these plains, gardens are preductive and the fine
mellew Albanian tebacce can be grewn,

The Turks, with their policy of ages "to divide and cénquer“ had set this
land apart to separate the warlike Serbian tribes whoe ceuld noet be conquered; and
placed therein Serbs whe as an alternafive te death, fellewed the religion of
fohlvrmed and accepted with it lands, privileges and the cruel friendship ef the
Turks. Wee te the Serb whe passed threugh this regien. The terture of tho'.
Gestape couldrﬁot imitate the abeminatiens and practices ef the Turks and psuede
Turks whe had in their bleed the valer ef Kiaovo, tragically eneughe In the
wilder sectiens of the Sandjak bandits and eutlaws lurked descending te kill
Turks er the GQuisling Serbs whe had beceme knewn as Musselmen,

Inte this regien Milovanavic fled, remaining until he knew without a
doubt that Serbia had fallen under the iroen heel ef the Besche. His party
.separated and went te Belgrade in peasant clething until rumers ef. Ravna Gera
and the activities ef Draza Mihailevic began te circulate. The Majer sought
Draze out in his meuntain lair and Jeined the mevement.

Fer a shert time, he was commissioned by Mihailevic te Jein the Nedic
staff in Belgrade te obtain information as to their intentions and mevements,
but after a particularly successful feray ef the Chetniks for arms and ammunitien
he was discevered and fled to the Hemelja region te lead marauding bands. ®inally
he was given the area in which I feund him.

| Milevanevic was a superb horseman and had a presence with his men that
made them idelize him. His horses were always in excellent shape which was unique
in the Balkans where saddle galls arec ordinairily just teo bad for the animal and
where they ride as viclously as did the Gelden Herde of Gengis Khan.

I met and speke to great numbers of peasants as well as troeps and
word suddenly filtered in that the Germans had finally decided te get rid of my
party ence and for all as we were inflaming the peeple in a manner that was re-
sulting in sabotage and failure to meat‘food requisitiens demanded by the

Nedichevel for their overlords.
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Milovanevic, as I have stated, had performed a magnificent job eof keeping

the peasants united. They gave freely of their feed to his men, did & large part
of his inteliigence work and held Mihailovic almest as a zod. Their regard for the
voung king was touching. Abeve all they desired freedom. Freedem to tend their
flocks in the high mountains or in the villages. Freedom to gend their children

to scheel and sit in peace by their firesj;:zught. Theirs 1s a peasant demecracy.
Karageerge, who established the present dynasty, was a swineherd and in the bleoed
of . eter the Secend runs the het bleod ef the peasant, net the celd bleod ef
ancient regimes. In the days of reter the First, whe might well be called a king
without blemish, the freedsm of the péasant and his right ef free speech and’'actien
was jealeusly guarded.

Peter the First, grandsen of Xarsgeerge, had grown up in peverty in
Switzerland. He knew the histery ef the cantens eof Helvetia and had abserbed
their great regard for peace. He saw in their mountains and peeple the ideal
toward which his ewn peeple might well bend their efferts. And, when he was
sunmoened te rule his people, he came reluctantly, but with unalterable desire
to make his coeuntry a demecracy like his beloved Switzerland. He held that
smbitien througheut his reign and if a soapbex erater wished te yell "Dewn with
the King" in the park at Belgrade, he did se with Feter's full protection.

Peter's bed reem in the Palace was of austere simplicity. His bed
was the bed of a peasant with a éalliasse of straw,

fihen the first #erld War breke in fury after the assassinatien ef
the Grand Duke Francis Ferdinand of Austria-Hungary at Sarajeve, capital ef Besnia,
and Serbia was drawn inte the deadly vertex, Peter, born in 1846, hed already passed
on the kingdem te his secend sen Alexander im+i@2¢€., When ﬁhe overwhelming might ef
the Austre-~Germans and Bulgarians finally defeated the'Serbs in Newember 1915,
Peter joined the arm& in its terrible retreat acress Mentenegre and Albania to
Corfu as a csmmen seldier. Then 69, he survived the erdeal in which ever 100,000
perished frem hardship &and cold, and advanced with the Serbian and French forces
in their eéic drive from Salenika te Belgfade in six weeks. Then in the 10 days
preceeding Nev. 11, 1918 the Se rbs recenquered Bosnia and Herzegevina.

Peter, almest paralyzed frem rheumatism contracted in his feur

winters of campaign, didd in 1921, having seen the foundatien g p Yugeslavia
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under the crown of his son, bought with the bloed of 125,000 Serbs and Mentenegrians.

He was a kindly, just, hsnest, upright man and king whose like had been seldem
seen. When he was crewned king in 1903 he was regarded almest with leathing bv the
rulers of Europe because of his peasant bleoed and at his corenation, Great Britian
was net even represented. At his death he was mourned by the werld.

We were now deep in country garrisened by the Germans. We managed to inspect
troops generally twice a day, greet villagers, partake of bounteeus repasts i_n
selected hemes and then push on twe er three heurs, traveling fast te pass the night.
Towards the end of my time with Majer Milovanevic, as we were making a mad dash ene
evening, firing coemmenced rather clese. Sceuts came back in abeut helf an hour with
the comforting infermatien that a ﬁeasant, whe had seen us that day; had imbibed
rather tee much rakija and was expressing his Joy with firearms. _

Chetniks sing en the march. It is their enly indulgence. It is the soul of
the Serb in a way. All the sadness of a thousand years of bendaze, the din of battles,
the death of heroes, the veice of freedom are in its scepe. It is strenz and lusty
#ith the het red bleed ef peasants, beaten, kicked, expleited by ether nations, vut
free, unbewed, unconquerable. mansfield, Marke and I sang them the Marine Hymn,
Dixie, Anchers aweigh, ihe k#ield artillery Seng, Army Blue, I've get Sixpence and
many others but always they asked for the Star Spangied Canner. That was wmerica
te them. |

e cressed the main read to 3elgrade at a gailep, three at a time, aveiding
almest the German patrels. The fellewing night at Strﬁganik where we were te pass
ever inte a new Korpus and meet its commander we were infermed he was fighting
sermans; that a large bedy eof the enemy had passed geing nerth the previeus day
snd that tws bodies of several hundred each were apprbaching the tewn frem east,
west and seuth and were up the read enly abeut three kilemeters.

it looked like we might be in trouble. BEvidentlv we were becoming a
nulsance teo the paperhanger.

We finally decided to go north a little ways and keep quiet for a day er
s0. 1t werked, und two days later we met our next man.

this chap had been severely wounded net lenz before and had been carried
over the trails in a rude litter. His toughness saved him. Ve rested with him a day

and late the next night came to the demain of Kalabio and the King's Guard.
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31. N : : CHAPTER IX.

Nikola Kalabich was ene of the most interesting characters in all ef Yugeslavia.
He vas handseme, black-bearded with a spirit and presence that sparkled with a zest for
life. He had a quick intelligence and a sense ofvhumsr that had endeared him te his
men and peasants allike.

With his sombre, black, well cut uniforms and immaculate linen-he had the pelish
and peise of a gentleman and a seldier. His expleits were well nigh legendary,.
Because ef his held en the peeple and the helplessness of the rartizans either te
infiltrate his erganization er te gain converts he was their number ene enemy acoor&ing
te General Dapcevich, the rartizen Commander whem I met later 1n Mentenegre. The
Partigans of course claimed he had cut the threats ef many ef their people,’and knewing
Kelabich, and his feeling that all must werk tegether as a whele te destrey the hated
Bosche, I can imagine that Cemmunists seeking.to divert him frem his geal and cause
pelitical dissentien in his territery weuld receive shert shift in a shallow grave.
However, in the Partizan sectiens threugh which I pessed, the secial engineering sf
the Kemmisars gave even the mest lewly peasant the cheice of deatﬁ er cenversien and
any unhappy Chetnik er suspected Chetnik was immediately executed. This was a case
of the pet calling the kettle black.

Kalabich was a splendid erganizer and administrater. He had with him the remnan
of the King's Guard, well trained seasened veterans. Discipline had been maintained
even in the ferests. There were several squadrens of cavalry, whese meunts were
kept in the villages by the peasants, ready fer immediate use. He had, in additien,
artillery, signalmen and engineers all highly trained while his infantry was exceptional

His arms were in excellent conditionx due,l found, te a system of armeries
vhere preper maintenance ceuld be follewed. The percentage eof German arms taken in
raids was large.

Kalabich had graduatéd frem the'Resefve Officers Scheel in 1932, was
commissioned a anALieuten:nt of Engineers and served until 1941 in the vicinity eof
Valjeve, Eis father, a field efficer was Chief eof the District.

When the news of the capitulatisn ceme in Kalabich was building a bridge
over the Drina River near Leznica. He dismissed his cempany and with some of his men

teok to the ferests as a Chetnik, gradually accumulating a ferce which he presented te

fihailevic at Ravna Gera in September 1941. He became cormanding efficer of the re-



e

formed King's Guard.

At the time the Germans attacked Ravna Gera in greaf force in December, he
crossed Serbia te the Shumadi# area southeast of Belgrade. When hcApaﬁsed threugh
the Bistrict commanded by his father, who had chesen to remain en the job and fellew
Nedic, Kalabich and his men were in pitisble conditien; smmunitien exhausted, half-
starved, with enly the will te survive and fight uphelding them. The father saw
that his sen and his fellowers were refitted completely.

In December of 42, the Gestape discevered that the eld man had been sesretly
bhelping net only his sen but ethers ef the Mihailovic forces. He was arrested and
cohdemnod te death. Their methed was a thing of herrer. He was dragged ever breken
glass until he died; but ne murmur came frem his lips.

Vhen I heard last summer over the Russian radie that Kalibich was cellaberating
with the Germans, I could enly picture the brokeg bleedy hulk ef an old man, beleved
by his son and wender what manner ef peeple ceuld believe Amerkians ceuld be se
creduleus. |

Life in the Shumadia during the fall of 43 was net tee hard. The wheat
harvests had been tremendeus end the great crop ef plums, apples snd pears had in
some cases broken down the trees. Slivevitsa and 1juta, beth varieties ef rakija
were in great store snd wines beth red and white had an exquisite beuquet.

Customs of the gazda or hest were beceming knewn to me. When I retired he
accompanied me to my reom te help me prepare for the night. He remeved my shees
himself. For awhile I was embarrassed because it did net seem quite Americmn, until
I realized this was merely a custem. USometimes ether members of the family weuld
come in with him, fixing my bed and tucking me in.

In the merning the gazda appeared when he heard me begin te meve areund,
carrying & tray with a little leaf sugar and a glass of water. You dip the sugar in
the water and put it in your meuth, swallo;ing the water, This is suppesed to
conditien your mouth. Then cemes rekija in small glasses and yeu drink ene for the
Father, ene for the Sen and ene for the Holy Ghest. You can step there because if
you ever start en the Apestles you're licked fer the day. After fhe rekija comes a
demitasse of ceffee, real or barley, as the ¢case may be. ‘this is yeur breakfast!
Next meal = neon.

Meals with Kalabich were something te remember. Ve sat down with his




staff and bedyzuard while anether chap, an accordianist of talent, played and sang
for all the world like a jongleur of eld; watching his commander and fellewing his
moods.

The quartermaster was a great bedied, roebust fellow with one of the best
baritene ;oiccs my untutored ears have heard and tewgrds the end ef the meal he weuld
sinz the songs of the Chetniks, the ballads of the Tziganies and perhaps some of the
haunting, levely sengs of Dalmatia. I made him promise to learn the scere of
ragliacei when I ceme egain. |

Buda as he was called, had a little plump wife whe was a dentist and a good
ene, fixing Mansfield's and Marke's teeth which had beceme quite achy frem lack of
attention. xansfield had mislaid his bridge and peer Marke had lived part of the
twe and a half years in Serbia almest like an animal, dodging Germans, Bulgarians,
Ustashi, Letichevci or what have yeu.

Madam Buca speke excelleﬁt French and acted as interpreter for Buca whe
spoke enly Serbian. 1 hepe they beth live threugh the terror.

Here, clese to the King's estaﬁes, I drank wine frem his cellars which the
Germans had been unable te find, 1 intended bringirg out several bettles fer the
King whe had earlier tried so hard end unsuccessfully te return te his peeple. at
twenty, tne arguments of statesmen and the soft werds of a beautiful princess are
hard things te everceme when the ether side of the picture is life of utter Spartan
simplicity and life, tee, ef very uncerteain duratien. His peeple love him very
deeply, hewever, because he is the grandsen of eld Peter the First.

I parted from Kalabich at Stragari. Stragari was s dead tewn, its burned
end ruined buildings a testament to German hate, its wmkkxk villagers, except fer
the few whe managed te reach the sanctuary ef the high meuntains, slept in mass.
graves, their tertured bedies stilled in the peace of death.

Dogs still prewled the ruins and here and there seme Brave seul, undaunted
by thé dirge of deﬁth whispered by the trees and the blackened rafters, was
laberieusly remeving the scars of hate and despetism.

As I appreached the village I saw an arch of flewers with the red of
courage predominating, and women end young girls came out with wreaths, se that

we presently stoed loeking and feeling somewhat like plush herses, while the

croxd cheered.
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Leng lines of treeps, remnants ef the once superbly comparisoned Kraljeva

Garda, new reduced to wearing the conglomerate rags of five armies, raised their
shout of "Beg ti pemage" teo hizh heaven at my greeting.

Kalabich spoke of the agony of Stragafi end the will ef the peeple te accept
death in preference te bondage. He speke of action against the Germens which had
caused this reprisal; reprisal which the Germans intensified to fiendish prepertiens
to curb the sabotage and gusrilla activities of the Yugeslavs. However, he laid
emphasls en the fact that wherever the gain was sufficiently high, the peeple were
willing and ready te accept the bleoedbath to fellew.

I was deeply touched. I had seen othef burned and ruined villageﬁ; ether
places where burial was difficult because of the numbers and always the unquenchable
desire for "freedom er death". It is the prim_e metive of the peeple, the eath of
the Chetnik. Death is a thing that must come sometime; we are here teday and gone
tomerrew; but Liberty, thet sacred privilege, mﬁat remain or nething is eof impertance,
even life,

I talked te the people. I had tried everywhers to de three things; stir
up hatred against the Germans, attempt te lessen hatred against the Partizans by
decrying the effects of civil war and te lessen the il1-feeling against the British
caused by the biased anneuncements of the BBC., My first ebjectibe ebtained seme
results snd the Germans turned out several more battalions. |

Knowing the deep devetisen ef the Serbs fer the young King and having
follewed the pronsuncements of Churchill and Eden as to his eventual resteratien
te the threne, I ended my speech wifh a wish for hxx his speedy return te them.

1 left Kalabich all I ceuld leave of Americs, my Celt 45.




35, CHAPTER X

I-left the Xinz's Guard for Major Smiljanic's area with a bodyguard ef three
heavily armed men delezated by Kalabich to guard and keep me while I remained in the
countrv. I was embarrassed becauses my carbine and my herse could have taken me where
I wished to zeo. One chap spoke French which thus gave me anether inferprcter. He
was & zraduate of the University of Belgrade and did a great deal both for my cemfort
and for my knewledge of Serbian. I felt quite stinking when I later seat the three
back te the headquarters of‘Mihailovic using letters as an excuse; because my plans
for running the gauntlet of Germans and Bulgarians, whe were definiteiy net friendly,
and the Partizans wha might net be friendly; in erder te quit the country and repert
te my superiers, weuld net permit Chetniks te go aleng. '

I met Sxiljanic at Kemenica in the heuse of the Nedic Minister ef Education.
It had been uninhabited for some time. As my French speaking Guawdsman said "Il
a craint de neus”.

We came threugh a driving rain which helped when we ran inte a German patrel.
We were gone before they imew what was up. i believe they theught some of them had
bécn struck by lightﬁing.

We supped very late and the fellewing diy recelived Smiljanic's staff cempany,
hard bitted,regulirs, at & large village; mere flowers, where frem I gas de net knew
because Newember was nearly gone. In the streets after the review we danced the
King's Kele, a stately dance which did net quicken in time as de the ether Keles.
The Court's wind ias prebably net tee lasting. The effect was beautiful hewever and
ﬁoes net call fer serry humer. a

Seme days before I had sent a ceurier en te Lt. Geerge Muselin, whe had been
drepped into the territery of Markevic, far frem the Stab of Mihailovic, requesting
him go meet our party at Kenjusa en the 25th, sqéhat the three Americans in that
country coeuld properly celebraté Thanksgiviné Day. I had seen many turkeys beth
broenze and white, and knew that, previeus te the war Serbia had shipped & great
nunber of the neble birds to Englend feor the Christmas season.

I had sent a very trustwerthy ﬁnﬁ as courier and heped against hepe he had
been able te get threugh. The cemmanding efficer ef the brigade we were to review

at Ljuljaci on the merrew reperted being ambushed by Letichevei twe days before,

lesing three men and ene officer but killing seven ef the enemy whe had te flee.

We pushed en Wednesday night te Konjusa which was a very lovely villege




surreunded en all sides by meuntains. Snew fell and the meon shene with dazzling

brilliance. The village received us as brethers and premised us a Thanksgiving

we would never forget. '

The morning was grey but heliday was in the air; pigs, sheep, chickens,and
beeves being slaughtered in the cempeund back of the heuse. Bora reperted the
acquisition ef two beautiful turkeys and said the Slava which we were geing to have
bezgared description, |

Our review was attended by all the surreunding villages, a truly great
threng and the midst Celenel Simic, Inspector Gendral ef the Army dashed up in e
barsuche attended by fifty cavalrymen. They had cemes T4 kilemeters witheut rest
for this mesting, threugh mud and snew., _ '

At Kenjusa I found the twe turkeys, nice birds, weighing abeut 12 1bs.
each ready te be barbecued. I was aghast at the sacrilege and got Coloan Simic's
Assistant, whe speke good English te velumteer te see that the birds were properly
stuffed and reasted slowly with plenty ef basting. I learned that evening he had put
‘each bird in ocustedy ef ene weman and basting had taken place every five er ten
minutes. The birds were perfect.

| At six e’cleck Muselin arrived with Captain Vuckevic. The Lieutenant is
an enormeué fellew, neot tall but weighing 250 peounds and all muscle. He had grewn
a beard which made him appear mere like a native than the luselin whe was a tewer
of strength at the University ef Pittsburgh several years before.

I had ceme acress him in Caire, eating his heart out for a chance te get
into Serbia. His parents had come frem there and he speke the language pergectly.

He was that rare type of first generatien American, whese parents, conscious ef the
| contrast between the eld warld they had knewn and this great, raw, vital new land eof
eppertunity had labered mightily te make a man and had succeeded.

I had had to sell beth our peoplé and the British that here was no pre-
erb but a simen—pure‘American, whe with his lanzuaze ability, coﬁld reach lue
people with en ease which the average Ameriocan veould never hepe te attain.

There was some question of a twenty eight foot chute helding him witheut
splitting panels en opening, but outside ef a mild seismegraphic disturbance when he

landed, the trip down was a perfect success.

As twilight was succeeded by darkness, fires began te appear en the




mountains areund use. I ceunted cleven huge fiery is blazing fiercely. . remembered
mihailevic telling me the Serbian péeple were te honer Amerioca on that day and fof ny
monay it was a perfect tribute, ‘It showed the high esteem in which we were heid
because such fires were only 1lit for the King of for outstanding events. It alse
indicated the morale of a peeple who risked being killed if found near the fires,

As it wss the Germans had a very uneasy night thinking prebably a general rising

was planned.

Our Slava was a great success. I received the heners frem the repe as
tze senier Americen efficer. It_was a feast of feasts but I'1ll cenfess that te the
imericans the twe turkeys represented something we couldn't put inte werds. -

The Serbs were amused at birds being coeked as.they were, 82 the Meese
and I teek one bird and Mansfield and Marke the other and really went te townm,
nezlecting tc a great extent the rest of the sumptueus repast.

Xever were thers such speeches as afterward; the vine and rakija of
course playing ne part in the affair.

I left early with Celonel Simic that night and learned the next mern-
ing that even the great bunches ef grapes hung in the banquet reem teo dry had been

censumed by the hungry guests.



We said farewell te Smiljianic and pushed on. ‘inter was nearly en us and in
five days we had almest 150 kilométers to traverse to Cvetic's ares.

Capt. Juckevic was e very likeable chap and so like an American in character
and mannerisms that I found myself time and aczain breaking inte English with him.

He had a vivid sense of humer and an easy courtesy which with a high intolligence,'
sesmed to destine him to greater stature in the future. He was an Army brat, his
father having been a General in the Yugoslav Army.

When the Yugeslav Government signed the German pact in March of 41 Vuckevic
left the csuntry and went inte the Greek Army as a velunteer. After the c;up by
which rrince Paul was eusted and Peter tesk the threne the Simevic governnené re-
ingstated him and he saw actien against the Besche in the Banat as a battery cemmander.
He retreated inte Serbla, saw action at Begevaca then teok te the woods} being ene of
the very first te joiﬁ Mihsilevic as had Smiljainic. With a cheta ef a hundred,
Vucksvic in September captured the tewns eof Milanevac, Cacak, Stragari and Kragujevao
in rapid successioen tegether with many German priseners. Serbia was afire with the

spirit of Ravna Geora.

mlff?ﬁ’ Then the Germans came in force and at Kragujevac alone 9,000 men, wemen and
~§by children were killed in reprisal, '

For this action Vuckevic received the Yrder of Karageerge Star but, as he
said, the lives of the innecent peeple butchered by the filthy Besche weuld haunt
him ferever and he felt he must always balance the results of future actien against
the lives that weuld be taken in reprisal.

Practically all ef Vuckevic's efficers were young regular army men whe had
jeined the movement at Ravna Gera. Their merale remained high and fighting centinued
- without a let up. They lest severely in many cases but the Germans had finally
decided that te attempt to held any but large strategic towns in his area was an |
open invitatien to ; gérrison b&ing wiped out and as a result the Captain pesseased
telephene lines over the entire area whioch enabled him to outguess the Germans en
mest eccassions.

A youne brigade commsnder, Captain Djeric had with him his wife, bern

Ruth Kslabic in New Yerk, the daughter of Americans. She had been taken back te

Serbia when she was three where her parents had died and she had remained. She had




Qé-EngliSh left but we were very proud of her. She was deadly with her Beretis
machine gun on the trail er in battle, reode like a cowbey, tended the wounded and

in a heme cenducted herself with the easy bleganco and ceurtesy ef a culﬁurcd American
woman,

Young D.r.Caricevic whe tended the sick and wounded in thé entire area had
been educated in Franc; and England and speke English almest witheut acceﬁt. The
modical situstion itself was terrible. However, for the Black Market in Belgrsde,
German creeks were stealing and sellingénything they could lay their hands en foyh
profit., We were able te get quite a sizable lot of medical supplies, shees for bare-
foot soldiers and even Lugers and machine guns without teo much delay from that seurce,
Wie alse persuaded Mrs. Djoeric to erganize the women inte a sort of Red Cress activity
pending the preblematical help in the way of medical supplies from the Allies; and
lint was sterilized and bandages relled frem eld seft linen which was turned in te
8 surprising ameunt.

Marke, Bara; Mangfield and I held a council of war. Winter was upen us;
my driving ambitien was new to leave the ceuntry and endeaver te bring aid te these
peeple whe had fought when enly England besides was fighting the Germans; when
Russia had signed the Russe-German pact to aveid war, when France, Belguim, Helland,
roland, Czecheslevakia, Austria, Hungary, Denmark, Nerway and the little Baltic States
had given up the strugele. ‘These Serbé had los£ one out ef every eight lives in the
struggle for freedem and we felt new that Mihailevic was a great patriet with a
single purpese, to deliver back te the King, this ceuntry ef meuntains and rivers
of which he had been designated Minister of War, If boeth rartizans snd Serbs wers
armed they weuld have mutﬁal respect for each other and if the hated Ustashi element
were purged frem the ranks of 1ite, some sert ef peace ceuld probably be made. If
uet, Tite was in the West and Mihailevic in the East; the Sandzak was between, a
sort of ne-mans-land. bhate would die in ité barren regions.

At a little village which shall remain nameless we buried all but sur bare
necessities preparatery to leaving the country and I sent werd te =k the Minister
to arrange a canakl threugh te the ceast as I would be ready to meke my way eut the
5th ef December.

The country was becoming mere mountaineus and we fleundered te our waists

in the snew. At a little place called Jolende, en a main railroad we had te capture

the Nedic gendarmes who knew of our presence and take over the railread statien as
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two treep trains, one filled with Bulgariens going north, one filled with Germans

going south passed through. The trains stopped for fuel and for fifteen or twenty
minutes we sweated it sut back of the station while our men, in Nedic unifqrms that
did net fit tee badly, talked with the slovenly troeps.

We stepped that night with a peasant whe was a great man in the village.
The villagers tell the story ef a Nedic Majer ef gendarmes, a:fonmer resident, who
was stationed in Belgrade. A young girl from their village who had spurned his
advances when he became a collaberater found it necessary ene day to go to
Belgrade. When he accested her on the street and she repulsed him he turned her
over ak to the Besche as é spy and had her executed. | ,

Our gazda, net large, net pewerful, except with horrer and leathing ef
the Major, went into Belgrade in the dey time; breught the Majer out with his
pistel held in his ceatpecket, in the baSt American gangster étyle, saw that he
had a fair trial, made him dig his ewn grawe, personally shet him and tumbled
him in. At any time in Belgrade an outcry frem the Major would have brought eur
gazda's death.

At the little nameless town I met a fine old peasant, a veteran eof

Salenika. All of his many children, except the twe youngest had graduated from
universities and meade names for themselves. The yeungest boy had several years
of art befere hell broke leese in the Balkans and one merning insisted on making
a charceal sketch of me. It only teok a little over half an hour #o the time
wasn't wasted as I was able te interregate the other peasants crewded inte the room,

7e had word that Bora's wife was on her way and teok time out te permit
her to catch up with us but the very loyalty of the peasants prevented her finding
us. It had been ever two years since Bora had been taken prisoner and his little
daughter had then been very small.

It seemed hopeless finally and we started on the last lap in Vuckevie's
ares. winding ur at the pleasant village eof Luke where we.had our herses reshed
preparatery te going inte the high mountains. Here Bora had his Slava and had the
misfertune to lose his binoculars, 2 very important item of equipment.

The generous Vuckevic insisted that Bera take his high powered artillery

glasses and in depperation I presented mine to Vuckevic as a gift.

After taking leave of this chap whoe in my epinien has the greatest
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potentiality of any Yugeslav I met in spite of his youth, and leaving the lisese, we
went on with guides te the berders of Cvetic's area, sending Vuckevic's glasses

back to him. Ee prebably was exasperated but needed them worse than we did and I

thought the kesse could use the other pair,
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CHAPTER X1IX

Redomir Cvetic was not old, 37, a regular Engineer, graduated in 1927, “hen
the war began he was stationed at Nish and‘was sent to destroy the railw#y bridge at
Kachanik Gorge. The bridge was prepared but German tanks relled up too quickly and
many of his men were killed and the balance were cempelled te flee. He succeeded in
blewing twe bridges near Prishtina and prepared for demelitions in and areund
Mitrevitsa. However, he was captured at Mitrovitsa but managed te escape. Twice
thercafter the Germans teek him prisener but he was x very slippery and get away.

Cvetic impressed me as an extremely able officer and was surprisingly up fo
date on combat engineering prededures. His officers were all regular army and his
whole area functioned perfectly for guerilla activities. Both his Javer and Drinska
Corps had accomplished a terrific lot against the Germans, the latter taking part in
the attack on Visegrad, and implemented the attack after which we blew the bridge on
the Lim River. From the first ef June until the 21st of Octeber this cerps alene
had fought 18 major engagements killing ever 1200 Germans snd Ustashi with a less te
themselves of 75 dead and 156 wounded. They had taken a great ameunt of weapons,
ammunitien and ether material and had succeeded in destroying all cemmunicatiens in
the regions ef Foca, Cajnica and Visegrad Srez (ceunties) cutting e$f rail traffic
between Serbia, Bosnia and the Bandzak for at least six menths. This during the
period that Allied eperatiens in Italy were mest critical,

It was now the 5th of December. Winter had set in in earnest and there
was five feet of snew in the high meuntains. The mountein paths were packed like
ice from the feet of the peasants. I waited eagerly for word from the Minister that
a canal wgs ready te the coast., Finally werd came that the Partizens were being
driven out eof eastern Bosnia inte the Sandzak inte eur path and it would prebably
be three weeks before we could begin eur trek.

We sbttled down te enjeyment of 1ife. Remaining tense and expectant
does things to men dedging the enemy and when relaxation can be indulged in merale
improeves.

The 7th of December I recalled two years before passing threugh Leuisville,
Ky. with my wife, on orders to the 5th Servioe Cormand frem my eld Division alerted for

overseas, and hew badly I felt that I might have te fight the war from a desk because

I was overage as a Captain. Destiny perferms in strange ways and here I was with my
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finger en its pulse.

We were settled in avcharming little village on & high plateau. Ve had anether
horse swapping deal, this time with meney to boot as my animal had gone snew blind.
The nev animal was a big teugh mountain peny, very strong but exceedingly lazy.

Cne hundred young Chetniks were sworn in bv the Pepe of a nearby monastery and

-1 felt a thrill in watching this ancient ceremony of patriots. Swern never te end
the figzht until death unless freedem is achieved.

The rops wes sn intriguing individual. Tail, 6 ft. 5 in., handsome black-bearded
and a bachelsr, he loeks ten years yeunger than his fifiv edde He had taken part in
the trek te Corfu during Werld War I and iwughingly 4eld ef the four great bullecks
that hﬁd drawn eld Peter the First's cérriage threugh the meuntain passes. Hs was
the head of the beautiful ancient monastery at Studenica and we were urged te hener
him with eur presence. |

It was nice for once to ge on a sight seeing trip, escorted by a cheta, of
ceurse. It.was a long ride over a beautiful, weoded meuntaineus sectien te the
estates of the monastery. The brethers worked with the peasants in the field and
vineyards and signs of geod management were everywhere apparent.

The Popes of Serﬁia had kept alive in Serbian breasts the fierce desire to
be free and in the early days were the warriers &nd leaders as wekl as the spiritual
advisers ef these fierce mountaineers. Monasteries were fortresses and placeé_of
refuge and Studenica is ene ef the mest histerical ef all.

A hestel stood at some little distance from the menastery where pilgrims
and wayfarers in the eld days might ebtain foed and 1edging.

The euter walls ef the Menastery were tremendueus with the eld sally-perts
and places of defense still.visible, Springs within had made the place well-nigh
impregnable in the eold days. Stéf:h Dushen the brether of St. Sava had built the
eldest chapel during his rule between 1331 and 1355.‘ It was alse his burial place.

¥ie were greeted en entering the grounds by several hundred children,
orphans ef the Serbian victims of Ustashi, Musselman and German hate. They were
quite cheerful and happy, peor yeungsters: scheoling was being carried en andvthey
were warmly dressed.

We were taken te the second fleor ef a huge lodgzing of stone where a
great stove warmed the air. A very excellent meal was served and the Pope brought

ouﬁ the cheice red and white vintages which had been successfully hidden from the Germans.
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I learned that his adepted son was then in Chicage at the Serbian Orthedex

Missien there and that the eld boy's ambiﬁion was to one dav see Americe with his ewn
eyes, come liberty from the Besche.

The matter of beards among the Chetniks was finally explained te me. It is
a sign ef mourning; meurning fer less ef freedom,

Our expectatien was to retire te a small farmhold seme three kilemeters
away faor the night as there was a German garrison of some strength in a village just
5 kilemeters frem the menastery; but with dinner, speeches and freely flowing vine
we decided te put eut a series of guards and sleep at Studenica.

The Fepe finally.conducted me to a roem reserved fer the Patriarch, a
very large beautifully furnished place and helped me get ready for the night. When
he seow my Celt 45 he fondled it and finally said it weuld prebably make & beautiful
noise. I teld him te ge ahead and sheot but te aim at_the meuntain. He strede te
the windew, raised it and with a beatific smile let all eight shells thunder inte the
night,.

The next merning we lesked the place over. A great, high watch tewer used
in earlier tinres steed sentinel ever the whole place but time had rendered it unsafe
aloft. The great alarm bell, used te call in the peasants when the Turks approached,
was still there.
| The old chapel of St. Stephen was a beautiful stone buildingfith inside seme
truly beautiful mosaics, new being restored. At verious times when the Turks came
and again in World Waer 1 when the Bulgarians had robbed and defiled the place, these
werks eof ancient art had been hidden with plaster. New a Brother with painstaking
care, was cautiously remeving the ceating. They are suppesed teo be one of the finest
expesitions ef the Renaissance and ene of the earliest examples of three dimensienal
technique.

The Chapel of St. Sava is a magnificent building ef Italian marble with a

truly beautiful leaded glass windew back ef the altar.

Inside to the right ef the nave is the skeleton of St., Stephen enshrined in
2 beautiful casket of silver lined with red velvet which has retainea its celer threugh
the years. The rebe, alse ef red velvet, covering the skeleton is exquisite and an
opening at the head reveals the ferechead of the skull. A Pleasant spicy eder pre-

vails when the casket is eopened.




The pillars at the entrance doer are en the one sidé pure Serbian, en the sther
Byzantine with unfinished details because "only Ged can make a perfect thing™. I had
& feeling that here was the dividing line ﬁrawn 80 lenz age when the easgern and
western spheres of the Hely Remean Empire were founded. Here was true art, a curious
mixture of the East and the West, dedicated to freedom and self expression.

On our return te Rudne the village was conspicususly quiet and we soen found
the reason. The Germans had come in force almost immediately after our dﬁparture for
the purpese of requisitioning foed. Iheir procedure was sim ply to take eight or ten
of the prominent citizens, ene of them our gazda; seize the desired amount of wheat,
corn, rakija, sheep and cattle and use the hestages as shields against any retaliatery
action by the Chetniks on the way back to Rashka whence they had come. Ne ene had been
killed but the villagers were very nervous and we decided to go on te a sécure farm-
house some six hours awiy snd remain until the Ninister felt we had a chance te make
a dash for the Coaste I had heard besides that ene village we had visited memddx
near Belgrade had been largely burned and many villagers killed by the Germans simply
because they had made us welcome,

Our new abede was in an extremely wild wooded moeuntaineus section where
from a ldekeut atep the meuntain we could see for thirty or forty miles.

The farmstead censisted of a main house vhere the family lived. A huge
room twenty by thiryy feet with a leng table and benches served for dining reem and
place of entertaimment, while the ether part was the family's sleeping quarters.

A guest house of twe reems and a store reem provided quarters for our
party. A coekhouse, windowless and with a great hearthstone for bread baking com-
pleted the menage. Kumereus barns for cattle and other farm buildings steed some
distance away, including = geod eld Kentucky style meuntain still.

During the day we played cards,_read the Belgrade paper Nove Vrems,
took long walks with parachute calisthenics and talked w1th the Serbs.

Mwa—w TN

< >§§§Q¥” I wanted o knew mers about tha1lov1c and many ef these vaung officers

e i

" had served under him or had attended the academy when he was an instructer,

I learned he was bern in ivanjica, near Uzhice in Serbia in 1893. iis
parents died when he was very young and he was raised by an uncle, Chika vlajke, a
colenel in the Vetefinary section eof the sedimal Cerps. ihe eld colenel had a

flashing sense of humer which he passed on to Draza,
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in 1910 the young Mihailevic entered the Reyal Military Academy. Then came

1912 and the Balkan War, He entered the fameus Shumadie Divisien as a cerperal and
served with distinction, revealing fof the record great personal valer and ceelness
in combat. He was wounded and decorated with the Obilich Gold Medal for personal bravery.
At the end of the war in 1913 he reentered the Military Academy xm with the

other members of his class, being prom sted to 2nd Lieutenant. Then came 1914 and
he must take up the sword again, commanding a machine gun company. Twice weunded he
was decerated with the Medal of the White Eagle with swerds fer his bravery. Then
came 1916 when as a full Lieutenant he was placed in the Yugoslav Di#ision, containing
mostly Yugeslavs from The United States, Canada and South America. He was wounded
again in action against the Bulgarians and left the hespital witheut autherity te
take command ef his company in the fameus drive on Belgrade in 1918 frem Salenika.
His conduct won fer him the Karagesrge Star with Swerds, the highest Serﬁian deceration,
Now came peace. 'He entered the War College a Captain in 1919 and three years later
became a member of the General Staff, as a MNajor.

In 1934 he became Military Attache te Bulgaria geing on to Prague in 1935.

In 1937 he returned to serve as Chief of Staff of the Slovenian Drava
Division and in the beginning of 1938 teok command of the 39th Infantry Regiment in
Celje. He distinguished himself in training and leadership.

In 1939 he became Chief of Staff in command ef Fertifications but fell
counter te General Nedic believing it is not a goed pelicy te build up tremendeusly
expensive fortifications which the very tepegraphy of the land doomed. The weakness
of the Maginet line was already at hand for an object lesson. Draza'held out s for
high medernization of arms and great mobility. New.a Colenel, he was transferred to
the newly created Supreme Military Inspection department as Chief of Staff.

In his zeal to keep Yugeslavia -streng, Draza began to intreduce new cen-
ceptiens of defense and offense including reperts on the intraracial intranational
propaganda being so viciously stirred up by Itely and Germany through their paid
Croat teel Dr. Ante Pavelich. He brought out the trickery ef politicians whq@ere
filling their peckets with money intended for reads, education and defense.

Nedic was horrified and MYihailevic was courtmartiaied and smntenced to
ten days imprisonment fer refusing te withdraw seme prrticularly damning but true

revarkse



Draza's reply is vwerthy ef study. "Mr. Linister (General Nedie) things which
I brought out in mv repert exist, in my opinien, and are abselutely true. They are
important for the welfare of the army and the whele country and we cannet pass over
them silently and blindly. God grant that I a- mistaken, but if you are mistaken,
then woe to our country - there is ne help.,"”
The transfer of the Colonel to Xostar was effected as assistant to the
Chief of Staff of the Amy Coast Suard Territery.
Here the German invasion caught him, having failed te put ever to the brass
kats of his country a typé of defense which would have preven very costly to the enemys
Trhe herrer of capitulation engulfed him and the terrers being perﬁetrated en
his peeple by the Ustashi steeled him to centinue the fight.
Ravna Gora was the answer; and for awhile in 1941 Serbia was aflame with
the spirit eof the Crusades. It was a hely war against tyranny.
Ne matter what fantastic tales may be told and believed by an apathetio
world, this Celenel of Infantry began the spiriﬁ of resistance against the Besche
and held on even when aid frem the Allies was never breught te him.
And his family; four children, new grown snd his wife? Where are they?
I+ 19 mevorTEe
Alhw. Mihailevic sleeps in peace after being executed by the Germans at Dachau 194943.
The Bosche put a price en his head of 10,000,000 dinars and then toek
his family =s hostazes. He was given a few hours te decide te step his depredatioens
or legse his family.
His calm,‘scholar's voice, firm en the radio transmitter maintained in
the inaccessible fastnesses of the high meuntains, sddressed his wife telling her net
te fear, that he weuld fight en until freedem weuld ence sgzain come te these meuntains

they leved.
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48. CHABTER XLV

Major Cvetic akked our party to attend the inductien of young Chefniks taking
place on Gelija Meuntain on the 19th. Twélve hundred young men were to take the eath
of freedem.

We left early and for nearly five hours tretted our animals te Gelija. Its
top was a great table with a vast cleared spot probably half a mile aquare.

Four hundred members of the Dezevska Brigade were drawn-up-cairying the battle
flags of World War I. They were in ths cenglemerate uniform ef five ammies but pre-
sented an impesing appearance. The young recruits, twelve hundred streng, in
peasant cestume, each with a terbica te carry his feed and necessities were drawn
up in battaliens. Three priests chanted the invecatisen and it was a very selemn
and impressive oacasion. Afterwards a het lunch was served in the snew.

I'd like to make a few remarks en peasant clething here as they were all se
strange and interesting. The men in Serbia were & heavy hemespun, generally inﬁastel
shades ef griys and brewns with & sport type well-cut single breasted-jacktt and
treusers SOmewhat like riding bréeches, very fullecut at the knee and unfastened at
the bettem. Heavy knit secks with brilliant patterned teps came up ever the trouser
bottom and heavy square toed, hobbed shoes or “"epanci" were worn en the festes

The epanka ef the Yugeslav is an extremely interesting piece of feotwear, to
an American particularly, since it is se similar te our Indisn meccasins. It is made
oerdineirily ef bull er cewhide, wetted and shaped en meulds to almest the identical
pattern of a meccasin except that-tho tos is shaped upward like a curving hern,
sometimes three inches long. There is ne beadwork but seme coloratien and much
fancy stitching. Wern ever heavy weel socks it mekes a persen ﬁanderfully light and
sure footeds The horn, by the way,was Inaugurated by the Tu;ks and was a symbel te
the Slavs eof bondage. Until the Turks were finally driven eut of the ceuntry, it
was an offense to wear another type toe and‘tho punishment was several years im-
prisonment. Teday it is still made by many peasant sheemakers although villagers
and tewnspeeple new wesar & more meccasin type shoe. For the meuntains it is ideal
footgear but in winter only the wearing of several pairs ef socks will keep tlie
feet warm and dry.

Because of the wearing of the opancies, Yugeslav feet are rather large

and the small sized military bosts sent in by the uLritish had to be utilized by k
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bays axi women.

The tredisional Sardbian cest.we is ef heavy felt in black, brewn or green
peautifullv cut., Jrousers are similar to énose’described abbve and $we clese~
fitting double breasted jackets, one sleeveless as a vest, the oether with sleeves
all beautifully bound Witﬁ broad silken braid.

Caps are generally of felt, something like an overseas cap, or the old
Crhetnik type shubara ef black astrakan, white or brewn fur with the death!s head
on the fremt.

In.Eontenegro jackets were mestly white er natural celer and treusers
sky blue felt with an extra feot of materlal betwsen the legs so that the cretch
hangs eut in a mest peculiar way. ¥hite gaiters of felt complete the gap between
epanci and treusers. '

Bera started back te the farm early and the rest of us went a reund
about way dewn the meuntain and stepped fer the night with a Salonica veteran.
Then we arrived heme the next merning we feund that a ceurler had come frem
Kilaﬁic with Shumadia costumes, besutiful heirleems which he must have combed
the countryside te obtain. "Ladies wear is fascinating to beth man end weman,
whether in Paris er the fields of Ioewa, but in Yugeslavia, as in all the meuntain-
eus regions of Seuthern Europa, the age eld cestumes beth of the menAnd wemen
apreal particularly. We Americans like cestume plays and this whele sectien reeks
ef "Graustark and "The Prisoner of Zenda.”

I have just described in an smateurish way the gear of the men. The
cestumes of the wemen, particularly their Sunday best, in the Shumadija district
of Serbia and in Mentenegre were especially interésting.

Eveery day clothes, either in the meuntains er the tewns, are net out-
standing except ameng the MHusselman wemen, whese pantaleen~like skirts and head
covering veils are mysterieus and have semethinz ef the mystery of the East.

In fiesta gard, howavef, the girls and women of the Shumadija are an
attractive sight, with full cut, accerdian pleated skirt of dark figured er plaid
homespun, belted at the waist over a Soft coearse white linen blouse with leng
flowing sleeves embroidered at the cuffs and neck. An apren of centrasting heme-
spun adds & rich nete of celer eor perhaps it is white linen embreidered te match

the bleuse. Neoxt a bedice of velvet in same selid celer, embreidered with silver

or reld, laces acress the frent, Caps ef figured 8ilk are sometimes werne.
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Steckings smeng the larger villages and cities are generally silk and with
these a kind of pump or sandal is wern, eften patent leather which is a very pepular
leather for men's shoes alse. 0 |

With the peasant girl black steckings ef wseel reaching to the knee are always
worn. It is the sign of a virgin. One of our chaps who was given a pair was the butt
of much merriment ameng the Serbs when he appeared in them until he learned the
significance,

In Hontenegre milady plumes herself. Her bedice is selidly mx werked in geld.
She wears a leong sleeveless sky blue felt coat and en her head a mantilla like scarf.

These twe outfits stand eut in my memory. Net being a fashien expert eor
unduly ebservant, prebably many dekails are‘wrong, but if se, I apelegize. N; effense,
only admiratien fer the beautiful, is intended.

kx We had a real Thanksgiving that night as Bera's wife and daughter had
alse arrived during eur absence and sengs and dancing to the music ef the harmenica
centinued leng after Bera and his family excused themselves.

I had remarked se often that te me.the Serﬁ was an Irishman, a Kentuckian
and an Indian all relled teogether and in a spirit ef instructive nensense underteek
t¢ de an Indian war dsnce. Soen the crowd was fellewing like a Cenga line, knives
wers bared and pistels barked. As the party was getting a trifle reugh, Marke and
I went te eur quarters leaving the field te the diehards.

The next merning enly a single chair graced the emptiness of the dining
resm. Semeene sheepishly explained that the rest ef the furniture was being repaired.
Regzular American Legien Cenventien!

I admired a silver Chetnik ring ef Cvétic's and with the impulsive
generosity ef the Serb it was given me. I partially selved my censcience by aute-
graphing a five dellar bill with Liﬁcoln's picture on it and giving it te hiy . The
utter simple generesity ef these peeple who7ﬁill give you their last crust ef bread
or the shirt off their back (kf they like you) is a traif that might well be copied

elsevhere. Of ceurse, if they den't like ysu it 1s a slight matter te get rid of yvu,
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it seemed a geed idea te transcribe briefly in my small diary the potentiality
of the Chetniks befere making my dash to the ceast snd arrange for destrﬁction of my
volumineus netes 'in the event ef capture.

The British, teken by the Bulgarians and Germens to dats, had.had s very unpleasant
time before beinzg executed and the fact they had been in uniferm had made ne difference
vr.atever,

Lord Selby, whe had been with Keserevic fer a time before going nerth te attempt
to recencile the Partizans and Chetniks; had repertedly been captured by the Nedic or
Gestare under rather suspicieus circumstences near Belgrade. His companien, & chap
called Rebertson, recruited in pr Yerk‘by the British, was next heard of with the
Partizans ianesnia.

On being questiened by the Gestape, our infermaticn indicated Selby had
suddenly picked -up a chair and ussd it te advantage on several Gestape heads befere
a bullet concluded sny further attempts te terture informatien out of him,

Five other men taken in the Merava Valley by the Bulgarians after a running
gun battle in which all were desperateiy wounded, were simply shet in the back ef the
head by a brutish efficer and kicked te the side ef the read. He prebably will never
reach & court for trial. One of the pesr chaps lived fer five hell wracked days be-
fore cashing in.

Finally with Karke's help I summarized the strength ebserved in the some
25 of 100 Serbian counties. ile had seen with eur ewn eyes the lgrger part of 10,395
armed men and 238 efficers. Only 280 of this tetal had automatic weapens, the rest
being armed with everyix variety of Continental firearm. Appreximately 60 % of ﬁhese
men were trained professi9n§1 soldiers, and they had an average of less than 30
rounds ef ammmitien per man. |

1 had alse seen a fair part of 71,767 unarmed but trained men, mest ef
whom had seen actual éémbat or had spent twe years in the regular army, in training
previeus to 1841,

Un this basis, if arms could be ebtained from the Allies, M¥ihailevic

could put in the field an ammy trained and.hardened for war, of ever 300,000 fit
for combat. 1his would be sufficient te paralyze the Germans and Bulgarians in

Serbia, clese snce and for &ll the traffic te and from Greece and deny precisus

minerals such as copper, sntimeny, lead, chreme and zin¢ from the Ibar and Merava Valleys.

s b i A s i e




voe

This ferce knew the herrers ef reprisal, all ef them, practically, having
had at least some member ef their family tertured or murdered er hung. .reperiy
armed they could taxe xxa %o the field, an irrestible weapen of destructien, net
worrying abeut reprisals; their enly job te make sure that ne enemy remained te
wreak vengeance en the defenceless. Here was an avalanche building fer a thousand
years. |

Te the greater part of the Americans in Serbia the Partizan was merely a
begey man in the west, and the hate these Serbs held for him appeared to be 1arg§ly
due underneath te the Ustashi terrers and the fact that the Ustashi had in seme cases
been permitted te jein the Partizaus, _ '

In Caire I had discussed the reperted frictien with Majer Lynn Farrish,
whe had preceeded me by a wsek inte Tite's headquarters and the matter did net
sppear unsurmeuntable. e had made a date te be with each ether at Thanksgiving
Ximxzx time. This date was never kept, worse luck, and I had unknewingly said goéd—
bye to Lynn at Caire. |

Lynn Farrish was a prince. An eil engineer frem Califernia, werld
traveled, he had married a Canadian girl and when things happened at Dunkerque
velunteered as a private in the Canadisn army.

Powsrfully built, he had starred on the Stanford team and later was
chosen for the Olympic Team in France in 1926, Upen entering the Canadian Army he
was sent everseas immediately and within & few menths was trensferred te the Reyal
Engineers and sent te Persia. With Xk a gang ef some 3000 ceelies and ne teels but
pick, shevels and hammers he built 150 miles ef fhe 1100 mile stretch of read be-
tween Abadan and Teheran.

Wanting excitement he had himself transferred te = British eutfit
"specializing in same and entered extended training. Unfortunately at the Parachute
Scheol in Haifa he broke his shoulder and I entered training just as he was able to
bezin sgain.

Our jeb was het and time was the essence. Haifa is 24 hours by rail
from Caire and ene trip en what passes for a train will cure you of ever wanting te
nake ansther. It leoked te me like a good idea te hook a ride by aire I found an
RAF pilst whe weuld take us but Lynn said no semething might happen and we might net

arrive on time., Se ~~-- we went by raill



The train was het, crewded and filthy. We finally got into a compartment
with & 7ery likesble Englishman and we detided te eccupy arainst all comers. Then
at night tﬁo of us ceuld sit leaving the other seat for the third chap te stretch
out en. Lynn wen first tess and 1aid dewn smiling happily. But net fer leng. Bed-
buzs and ether vermin made sitting up e pleasure,

A truck met us at Halfa and we rattled and bumped six miles to a tent camp
with the sensereus and Biblical sounding name of Ramat David. Five days of up and
doing were anhead of us. |

Five French Canadian and ene English "ether ranks" were put inte eur "jump"
class and we were teld te be ready for an intensive ceurse the fellewing merning.

Lynn and I drew a fairsized Indian wall tent with fleer and loeked a;ound
and lecated a couple eof sandfly nets after seeing the wide barred mesquite netting
provided. It's werth taking precautions ageinst sand flies. The bite ef the tiny
insect is really painful and sand fly fever is very unpleasant. -

e tumned in early, put eut the light and lay talking.
Lynn "You knew, Al, here we are, grown up men, forty-fhree and ferty-four
vears old, suppesed te have horse sense, here te learn parachuting. I never even
ride in & plane if I can help it, too many trips ever the Andds,"
Al, "Oh! he! se that's why yeu wanted te come on that geldam train?"”
Lyrn, "Well, we're here in time, anyway, but aren't we a ceuple of
dam feels?"
Al, "yeu knew, my kid teok his parachute werk in the Navy & year age and
1 was trying te fZigure what d_emented member of the family he teek after. New I kmew."
The next merning we eldsters, for the English Sergeant was twenty-three, but
the youngest French Canadian was 36, were put under a very cecky by capable Staff
Sergeant named Gasceigne whe gave us & physical werkeut that made my hardening-up
exercises at Xasr El Nil in Caire seem likela pink tea.
The next four days we jumped and Lynn and I sweat gallens. Te my dying
day I'11 remember two reserveirs of varying blue Just befere the target light came on.
It was windy at Ramat David, by nine in the merning jumping had te be dis-
continued because high wind causes many accidents te the pardchutists. Then at night
the wind dies desm again and when ysu are airberne it is like coming down inte black
velvet dimly seen with the lighted target shining like an illuminated electric switch

in a dark reem.
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Being the eldest I jupped first and was permitted the dubieus hener eof seating
myself just to the rear of the open side deser watchinz the greund pattern getting small,
then larger, as we leveled off for the target and the DC3 threttled dewn te a mere 120
miles an?!hour.

We had spent heurs learning to pack a chute and how te adjﬁst it so there would
be corifort te veur shoulders when suspended from the envelope; hew to eperate the in-
genieus quick release en your chest built somewhat like tht dial on & safe with arrews
peinting the directiens "epen and shut". The overwhelming advantages of this safety
device cannet be overestimated. When you are airberne and have taken the sheck ef yeur
ohute epening, you merely turn the dial in the directioen "epen", tap the flat kned, and
three of the four straps held by it fall free, leaving_you adequately suspend;d by yeur
sheulders. Then yeu withdraw the leg straps throughvyour web belting and en hitting
the greund, threw your upper bedy in the directien ef the wind in a twisting metien,
and yeur chute is carried off ysur sheulders and yeu are ready fer immediate action.

This device has prebably saved thousands ef lives of men whe, if having to
unbuckle or cut straps frem their bedy te disengage the chute weuld either be carried
elong the greund by a runaway chute or be shet while freeing themselves frem the harmess.

We wore & curious helmet of spenge rudber suppesed to guard yeur head frem
injury en landing and chewed gum te keep the muséles of the neck pliable, stherwise
seme men suffer severe stiff necks frem sweating eut ever the target.

As the plane appreaahes the target area the British dispatcher checks your
chute fer fit and th® twine lacings over the envelepe teo see thev have net been dis-
turbed, heeks ysur leng cable webbing te a cable en the fleer of the plane, and gives
you a thumbs up fer & goed landing.

There are twe lights ever the deer eperated by the pilet; as yeu appreach
the target the red light gees en and ysu plant yeurself in the dearway, hands eon the
sides of the deer te give yourself a geod pﬁsh eut, lezs braced ene back of the ether
like a sprinter, keeping your eyes glued on the lights. Green appe;rs and yeur muscles
preject you inte space, your cable pays out and tears the twine lacing and yeur freed
chute bellies out snd yeur next censcious thought after jumping is a sudden cessation
ef the terrific speed plus the frictien ef the wind,

Many things may happen as yosu jump. A hand eut tee far may spin you so

you must unwind on the way dewn, which gives yeu little eppertunity to brace yourself
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for landing. Cr an autstretched arm may catch in a shroud line causing yeur envelepe

to partislly call#;se'gnd carry you dewn tes fast, or opening fully, jerk yoﬁr arm 1rem
oz secket, IV is best TP gradb ysur vrouser seums &s you jump eor flex your arms smartliy
TO your cnesv.

‘here is iittle suvck vn eyening as wvue smuoud iines pay out as the chute opens,
the reverse of the -merican chute which in the o0ld days was very uncemfertable upoen
epeninz, and the cellapsing methed of landinz, based en the principle that relaxing and
relling are mere fitted te the structural makeup of a man than tsking the terrific
shock of landing and tumbling.

American paratreeps new cellapse on landing, with, i1 imagine a far lesser

extent of injuries. |

Un beinz sirberne, the human impulse is to spread the legs; they must be held
tegether and extended se this cuts dewn oscillatien, anether evil chance as it might
frustrate your efforts to get your feet en the greund first, instead landing smack en
your backe-side, stemach er head. |

The gratificatien en your initial jump ef finding yourself airberne is
tremendeus, The man deesn't live whe can be indifferent te the theught precesses that
admit te & chute failure. As a result, your secend jump is prebably a pleasure and
these to fellew, werk, attempting te gain geed form, te steer where you wish to ge
by pulling shreuds in that directien, learning te turn just se much se yeu will be in
o faverable landing pesitien, and lastly, begin thinking abeut what ysuxkx yeu're
goinz te de when you hit the greund because all this training, all these tries, have
been simply fer the purpese of getting yeu somewhere, inaccesible te feet, truck er
air plane, te fight. If you are petted in the alr er as you 1§nd, 2ll the expense
ani effert in ysur training chalks up & big zere. _

Our training wasvccmpleted witheut accident or casualties. The little
French Canadian whe fellewed me.down the first tire, gasped eut "My heart, she g»
flep in my meuth”, and en my ewn last jump, at night, in my efforts te get the
string eut quicxly se we Wweuldn't be carried far and wide, let g‘o tee ssen and
fetcheé up in a mass ef thistles which teek several days to dig eut of my pesterier.

On the last night, Lynn and I beught the bar at the Officer's Club and
had sur training chaps ever. Training was over and we felt like celebrating.

The next merning I negetiated a ride en & DC3 and Lynn went aleng, un-

willins but szreeable, beund fer Caire and adventure.

+




On arrival at Caire we found Lymn was te leave immediately and that his trensfer
to the American Army was effected.

While #a he sweated out his gear, I cembed the town for an American uniform,
finally lecating him a trepical wersted, his enly item of American uniferm until in
December, he came eut of Juglend te repert. |

He did @ magnificent jeb inside and when I learned he had been killed in

Greece in a plane crash later on, knew I had lest a great fxmk friend,




8. CHAPTEX XVI

[#)]
(92}

The 23rd. ef December came with ne word foem the Minister. A courier breught us
a message from Captain Boeb ¥Wade who it appeared was leaving with his Submissien which
had been with Keserevic in the Kepanic Mountains five days travel te the east.

%x This lMissien had formerly been headed by Lard Selby, whe had been captured
by the Germans near Belgrade and reportedly killed.

Wade advised us he was pushing on to anether village, but if we cared to Join
him he woeuld be glad te have cempany.

Marke, Mansfield and I immedisately left word for Bora, saddled up and finally
after dark came te the village.

#e found Capt. Wade a stecky, blue-eyed, ruddy-faced Britisher with the grin
of a mischevious kid. EHe had with him a little Australian called Ress whe was an es-
caped prisener ef war; Reberts, a very capable radie man and Sergesnt Joeuney, a ¥rench
Enzlishman er an English Frenchman frem the Isle of Jersey. Twe Yugeslavs whe were
afraid their threats would be cut as Keserevic hadn't liked them very well, cempleted
the party. They were a neisy happy let crewded in a little straw filled reem.

Wade simply explained he had been srdered te get out of the country if he
ceuld and kake his way te the haadquarters eof the Second Kerpus ef the Partizan Army
who had been instructed to evacuate such parties. With the suddén pickup ef supplles
te the Parfizans Keserevic was beceming uncoeeperative as were some ef the ether Chetnik
leaders, blaming England fer turnceating after the promises made by King Geerge,
Churchiil and Eden.

The little party was very desireus ef having Marke in pmrticular ge aleng,
if he ceuld, as he knew the ceuntry threugh which they were to pass and the Americans
were invited to ge aleng feor additienal fire pewer,

Marke did net hesitate. Twe and a half years of being en his ewn in the
country had been eneugh. Mest of the time he had been in peasant dress and a request
te Caire te send hiﬁ seme British dress had breught him a carefully packaged centainer
filled with temnis clethes. They forgot te include the raéquet and balls! Marke's
langusge at tires was highly adequate and he eutdid himself on this eccasien.

We had finally managed te pick up the jacket and pants ef British battle
dress plus an overceat that fitted his great frame and ene pair of metercycle beets,
size 12 had displsced his epanci.

We Americans had several things yet to cellect frem the Minister and I
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finally decided te leave Mansfield behind with Bora te pick thess up, and ceme on with

the cheta Mihailevic was to provide for safety in the lenz trek to the ceast. 1 weuld
go ahead with Wade und Marke. With eur small number and stripped down equipment we
should be able te get through the layer of Bulgarians and Germans; and the Partizans
should het be tee unfriendly with all the Lend Lease aid they were receiving.

I felt werried abeut Bera, He would have te return his family te a safe place
and placate the Minister for letting me out of his sight. FHowever, I wrete a leng
letter to Mihailevic explaining that it was my duty and alse pessibly te his edvantage
for me te be on my way. |

I s8id au reveir te Mansfield, who had perfermed in an outstanding manner end
whe had become like a younger brether, and the new adventure was en.

We tesk stock of wempens. Each man had a Mill's hand grenade, adequate for
neutralizatien; there were twe American Enfields, & Sten, a Schmeizer and each ﬁan had
at least one pistel. e had feur horses, twe riding and twe pack, and everyene was
rarin' te ge. |

The next three days we traveled sixteen te twenty hours a day, aveiding tewns
end teking refuge at night in iselated farmhouses. The village straza (guard) were
suspicieus but I had sufficient sutegraphed pictures of m any Chetnik leaders and it
7as knewn I was on & trip of inspection. Lack of bedyguard was explained with the
fect that the twe Yugeslavs with us knew the country and we were moving fast to Rimxk
finish bsfore the snew get teo deep for travel.

Ve passed aleng & ridge on Christmas day and frem there en a parallel read,
counted appreximately 400 Bulgarians. They hailed us and we answered them very i
pelitely, knewing they ceuldn't reach us. s shets they are leusy!

in ene villaze the :ope was very suspicious be we euttalked him when he
cslled the local Chetnik leader, so wers nst detained,

Teward night we were passing single file alonz & trail at the edge of a
pasture sleping te the precipiteus cliffs everhanging a meuntain stream when my herse's
pack slipped. I had spent hours attempting te show the twe Jugs hew te pack preperly
and now they attempted te right it by main strength and managed te upset the stocky
beast sending him relling down the slope headed for the river with packs and
paraphrenalia flying in all directiens. He was breught up shert by a little tree
a1m®s£ at the edge of the cliff, unhurt; dbut we lest our enly can ef butter which Tade
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had carefully saved for menths and the hand generater for the redie battery was
severely damazed.

Later that night, abeut 11 e'cleck we stopped at & farmheuse, bought a lamd,
slaughtered it and roasted the frent quarters for our Christmas dinner. Rather late
but m_¢st welcome.

Christmas with us isn't the same as in Serbia, where it is celebrated Jan. 7th.

We were on the read again the next merning at eight after seme four hours sleep
and the people in the country were terrified, saying beth Germans and Bulgarians were
very near, All day we heard desultery firing, seme ef it rather large caliber. About
six e'cleck we were able to get a guide te take us on to the ﬂext village on the ether
side of the mountains and by luck, heard at a farmhouse en the route that soidiars
were just ahesd of us in biveuac. They might be Partizans. _

Yie fixed Marke up with Bob Wade's cap, his ewn black beret hot leoking very
military, and he and the gulde wemt up the road talking leudly se they wsuld be
challenged mere quickly and maybe able to make & run for it if it was the Besche. e
left our animals sadcdled for instant flight and descended upen a terrified peasant
fermily in erder te ga2t in eut of the deadly celd. I pinned American flags on the
shoulders of the Yugoslavs so the Partizans wouldn't execute them as Chetniks. We
also beught some dbread and dried meat from the farmer to assauge a terrific hunger.

About half past ten Marke's guide breught us a nete saying it ﬁas the
Partizans, that they were guite friendly and te come ahead. The peasants said a
fervent farewell and %e pushed en, this time walking en air,

At twe in the merning we contacted a Partizan patrel, whe loeked, spoke
and acted as the Chetniks I had Just left and arrived at the brigade headquarters.
Here I saw a gosd many wemen ameng the treops carrying machine guns er rifles if in
patrel parties or else acting as slerks er typists.

The brigade cemmander had retired but greeted us pleasantly and teld us
we would be taken oﬁ te divisien headquarters as seen as we had rested.
By seven we were saxxkh again oen the read, very hungry and at neen reached
the little village of MNegbina net toe far from the geod sized village eof Neva Varosh.
There was an air of tenseness and vigilence combined with discipline
which set these people spart frem the Chetniks with their easy courtesy and prefessien-
&l disecipline. This sppeared to indicate at.first glimpse & hardy fighting spirit,

and indeed these pcbple had been mere or less continueusly fighting fer twe years.
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Ve found out that German pressure had forced them frem Besnia and they were in the
Sandzak, first, because the Germans were peor meuntaineers and food was scarce, and
second, to see hew the area 5ordering Serbia would receive them.

The Serbs were sullen and resentful of them and the fact I lost ferty peunds
in weight in the two and & half menths I was with the Fartizans might be taken te
indicate that the peasants were net digging into their stered food te provide for the
Forces ef Liberatien.

On arrival Marke, Wade and I were invited te dine with the divisien cemmander
and the kemmisar. We found them beth very intelligent men. They said they had receiveds
instructiens te ferward sany missien persennel te the headquarters ef the Secgnd Kerpus
commanded by General Peka Dapcevic. Hewever, it was net knewn what enemy might be en-
countered on the way and we weuld have te wait until & party new en its way frem
Kolasih, arrived.

That meal was rather geed and all went well until they began te question us
abeut the Chetniks. We teld them then that we were conming out of Serbia en erders
from the Allied cemmanders, that ﬁe could net divulge any infermatien cencerning the
Chetniks er enter iﬁto any discussion &s te pelitical questiens. In the matter ef the
enemy which we could identify as Germans, Bulgarisns er ether Axlis treeps, we weuld
give then what informatien we had‘outside of Serbia preper inasmuch as Serbia was re-
garded as garrisened by Chetniks as part of the Allied forces and any incursiens inte
that territery en the part of the Partizans weuld enly serve to precipitatovbleody
civil war and relieve the German situation; which was net desired. We felt that =
definite understanding in the beginning was far better than leaving these peeple
to believe they might ebtain infermatien which we cauld net in hener or inclinstien

divulge.
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1t was quite apparent frem the bezinning that they would keep us with them until
any information we would reveal had been extracted and we called & censultatien of all
hands and warned then net te talk either ef matters military or pelitical.

Then begzsn three weeks of waiting and angling with spasmodic_fighting at Nova
Varesh, Ivanjica, Kushich, Mucanj,.Ravnagera, Belareka, Studa, Ogladjenica and Jablanica.

#e were net permitted to go either te Neva Varesh er Ivanjica where they claimed
Chetniks were with the Germans. We Were never shewn any Chetnikbor German prissners,
either of whem we Were most anxieus, naturally, te quebtien.

At each villaze a party headed by the Kemmisar weuld enter the mayer's office
and destrey all preperty record$ The reasen given was that it weuld prevent %he
Germans frem being able te requisitien frem the peepls on the basis of land ewnership
but the peasants, fiercely preud ef their meager acres, ceuld enly feel that what they
had labsred so hardly te keep was being Taken away froem them.

In esch village the able bodied were impressed inte the brigades and corn,
potatees and live steck regquisitiened. On the road eur celumn stretched fer miles
with lewing csttle and baaing sheep making us leek like appreach te the Ceunty Fair.

Their mevement en the read was very efficient; advence and flenking parties
e¢liminated pessibility of surprise and feet brigades contiﬁually ranged our mein celumn.

I was fascinated by the use of wemen all through the oerganization and during
action it was apparent they could stick it out better than men at a muchine gun
position although they were slower when it was necessary te get eut quickly. A4s a
result there were generally almost as many wounded wemen as men in comparison with
a strehgth everall of net mere than five per cent.

The first day at Negbina, my herse, a nasty-tempered little hellien, kicked

Ross in the testicles and for a week he was in agony. He had to accempany us as
leaving him behind w?s impessible. Howaver; by alternsting riding sand walking he kept
up and & surgedn with the rartizans teok infinite pains wvith him.

This surgeen was frem Zagreb und befere the wa.; vesides being mest eminent
in his preression had bben one ef the tep ranking tennio players and swimmers in Serbla.
Apawasxiaxhsxiremx fx L ea xRl A R a @A
He was in his late fiities but in pertect physical conditieon and spared neither himself

or his assistants.

He had performed several eperations where part of the brain had been destroyed

end in one case in particular, that ef a rather pretty girl, with & feur inch square of
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skull on the left side blewn away. UNet being advanced further than first aid in the

medical profession and equally uninfermed in tschnical Franch, 1 ﬁxi did net abserd
tos much of his dissertation but 1 gathered he had develsped a method eB Sono grewth
~ ts close the weund rather than by the use of a plate, The young weman had been
partially paralyzed in ths beginning but vas making rapid recevery of functien and
only a small thrabbing sectien remained ef the great hele in her head.

Originally impressed into service by the Ustashi, the Partizeans had taken a
town in erder to get the doctor and his famlly away. He was net a Cemmunist but was
definitely a surgeon of great ability, tending the desperately weunded with infinite
tenderness and sperating under the mest apalling cenditiens. I wsuld place h{m in
the first ten #f the characters 1 admired the mest in the length and breadth of
Yugeslavia.

The party frem the headquarters of Dipcsvic arfived en the 2nd ef January
and daily Marke, Wade and I pressed for departure enly te be put eff,

A Yugeslav whe had spent seme time in America snd had Jeined the British
Army and later was sent inte ﬁhe Partizans as a radie eperater was censtantly with
our enlisted men. He had bean left with this cemmand fer abeut a year beceming a
Fartizan ef Partizans. Sergeant Jouney'finally get him in his cups.( a practice
greatly frewned en ly the Partizans) and he disclesed the fact that we were being
held fer infermatien and eur radie.’

That was the last straw. We were getting used te being gaped at by the
peasants as those strange Englishmen whe were new enly fighting with Tite, but we
drew the line en their ether desires and teld the new ceommander whe had arrived.with
the Secend Kerpus party that either hef would furnish us guides er we would ge on
alonz and te hell with him.

He agreed to begin travel tewards the Lim River and its junotien with the
Uvac at Rude where we weuld have to make ou; cressing.

This necessitated considerable nertherly trevel and we were headed for
Ssuthern Msentenezre but the commander explained all ether bridges en the Lim were
held by Germans er destreyed and indeed the brig ge at Rude had been partially wrecked
by the Germans but feat passengers could get across and a ferd up the river was net
too swift fer animals if a repe line was uded. It seemed the snly thing te de.

Came a rapid succession ef villuges with attacks frem the enemy every

few days. 7e weren't given much warning and all ef us narrowly missed being hit as




i'i.pulled eut, well in the rear of the headquarter's personnel.

Then came Jablanica, a beautiful, previsusly wealthy little ﬂ_llage set in a
rather extended "pelje” or flat slluvial plain., We appreached frem the east dewn a
rough rocky meuntain trail between twe great peaks. As we mppx drew near, but before
we could sees the actual buildings ef the place, firing‘breke sut aﬁd we halted as the
Dalmatian and Shumadija brigades went forward to investigate. Finally‘wo went ahead
8s ricechets in that dam place were just as bad ms being fired on direct.

As we appreached the main north and seuth read lined with a few steres, we
were able te see four dead Germans en the greund and five or six mere peunding seuth
with Fartizans fellewing. Every se often one of the Germans weuld step and send a
few carefully spaced bursts ef machine fun fire at the pursuers, whe weuld d;'op en
their bellies and fire furieusly with their Berettas and Stens.

There was firinz centinuing frem the twe meuntains straight ahead. To the
nsrth ef the junctien with the main rn.d.our read swung west acress a little oreek
centinuing te the nerth of the right meuntain and swinging gradually te the nerth
west, Until we reached that peint, a matter of a mibte and a half, we weuld be under
fire altheugh the range weuld be rather distant, perhaps six hundred yards.

Sergeant Jeuny and Reberts were next ahead and behind me and we all
noticed four men frem ene of the brigades climbing the mountain te the right which
coemmanded tﬁe west bearing .of the read. All this time treeps were depleying nerth

and seuth te emcircle the twe msuntains and they meved fast and in perfect maneevure.

As we came eppesite the feur men whe at a guess were abeut seven hundred

~ yards away, the scary whine of everrange bullets suddenly changed te peps, which means

semeene has yeur range and isn't missing yeu by mere than a few feet at mest. Ve
forced eur horse te lie dewn all three got behind her. Jouny bursts eut with "These
dam P's are firing at us"!

We had nething te fire back v;rlth with any accuracy. . They were evidently
using & scepe sight and in & 1little while we forced ourselycs teo continue with me
trying te hurry the mare, Jelina, whe, geed eld Army trained gal, refused to be pcr-;

turbed and certainly wasn't going te be hurried.




CHAPTER XVIII
That night at Rude where we were te part frem the division and go en with a
small greup to Kelasin some seventy five miles away overx the worst meuntain ranges
outside Aibania and in the dead ef winter.

Rude had been a lovely place. In my first few weeks with the Chetniks we had
remained for a few days four miles north and had ventured inte thc’town-daily te dbuy
supplies and food. The large bridge Jjust west of the junction ef the Uvac with the
Lim had been destreyed when the Chetniks left and the Germans had been unable te
follew us in ferce altheugh eur departure was much accelerated.

We sald geodbye te the divisien commander and listened te a repert of the

days fighting. ‘They had killed 40 Germans and 30 Chetniks, taken 15 Chetniks’priscners
while lesses were enly 4 dead and 16 wounded. They had alse taken 2 mertars, 3 light
machine guns and about 8,0QO rounds eof ammunitien.

I teld him it was & beautiful enoircling mevement, as finely executed as I
had ever seen and that he was te be congratulated.

"However", 1 said; "your feur men were recognized whe shet at our party and
here's hew clese they came", and I showed him the hole in the left pocket of my
battle dress. He had a most peculiar look on ﬁis face.

I csﬁtinued "The loss of one of eur party considering the fact that Chetniks
were attacking us weuld have been wonderful propagands, wouldn*t 1t? May I see your
Chetnik prisoners?"

"No, they are net available", he cried.
"I thought net."

We left fifteen geld pieces (absut $200 ) with the Kemmisar feor the
hespital snd set sut acress the river, fording eur animals threugh the swift current,
getting nicely drenched in the precess.

Our companiens were largely Italian artillerymen and signalmen en their
way back te the horpus headquarters fer seme purpess We twere unadle to discever. e
cauld net bring ourselves te ferget that yesterday theses men had been en the side of
the &xis and the Yugeslavs, beth Chetniks and rartizans regarded them with contempt.

We made abaut six heurs eut ef Rude stepping fer the night at Ustibar.

We were quartered with an elderly woman, a widew, whese house was the mest immaculate

I had seen in Yugeslavia, keeping house like my Aunt Hat, whe sweened at the sight eof

& speck ef dust.




Cike
She was zreatly afraid when we first entered her heuse but eur assurances that

we wars English and Americans and were paying our way finelly gained her cenfidence
ani trust.

Eer husbind had been & gendarme in the comaunity feor thirty years, had feught
in Verld Yar I, and, when the country fell in 41 he felt he must stay on dispensing
the law as he had always dene. He was highly regarded in the comﬁnnity. The Partizans
had rounded up the officials of the teown twe menths befere and executed the let. Now
the riff raff of the tewn were in charge, so the eld lady sald.

The peer thing was in desperate straits and I managed te buy a blanket from
her for the read for a geld piece. The plight of helpless old peorle in a ceuntry
beset by 81l kinds ef warring elements is mnet pretty.

Gradually she leost seme of the terrer inspired by the Partizans and brought
te light the interesting infermatien that the week previeous a_Chetnik cheta of abeut -
sixty men came threugh the village, travelling very fast, headed for Rude and the
Ceast and that the party contained ten er twelve Englesi.

After making discreet inquiries in the village we became convinced it must
have been Celonel Bailey and Lt. Mansfield with prebably sems ether members ef the
British Missien with Mihailevic. If this suppesitien was cerrect, elther a canal had
been opened or seme beld soul, prebably Lukacevic, was msking one, traveling fast and
counting en krewledge of the country te filter the party thzeugh the asseorte# Germans,
Bulgarisns and Partizans.

At the end of February we had werd frem Caire that Bailoy and Mansfield
had reached the Ceast after incredible hardship and been picked up by a British gun-
boat near Dubrovnik.

With that informatien and subsequent disceurse with Mansfield in America,
the jig saw fell inte place. At the time ef the Partizan attack en Ivanii::, the
Partizans assured ﬁs their plan included an ;ttack on an antimeny mine abeut an heurs
march eut ef the tewn preper. As I have stated before we were net permitted teo go te
Ivanjica in spite of the fact Partizans occupied the tewm for three days, bringing
back with them huge stores of white fleur. They claimed that Chetniks had fallen
upon the celumn making the attack en the antimeny mine and their ferces had been com-

pelled te withdraw after killing several Chetniks. This was Colenel Bailey's party

anid they certainly were net leooking te attack, enly te get through the ceuntry as
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fast as their legs would carry them. One sure paslicy appears te bs; only te
believe what vou see yourself. |

At the time Marke told the Fartizan cermander that in his epinien the
destructien of the antimeny mine would have visited real less on the Germans

whereas loeting a tewn merely visited hardship en an slready long suffering

people.

CHAPTER XIX

Wie came inte real meuntains new as we felt it wiser te stay off the main reads.
Fribej was held by the Chetniks ind Prijepelje and Pljevlja by the Germans se we
slegged it eut ever the high meuntains, cressing the much traveled road between the
last tws named tewns at a little wide place in the read called Jabuka (apple)
areund midnight of the 25th,.

Outside of leosing track ef the days and being unable te centact Caire because
of it, which was a very helpless feeling, we were making geed time, and, when we did
fipally after several days get on the beam again, we were ordered to preceed te
Berane, on the Lim River just above Albania where there was an air field which weuld
be used te evacuate us.

Our Streza numbered twenty, all peasants, whe lesked, acted and sang as the
Chetniks had and after leaving Jabuka tensien fell away, although the geing became
harder and harder and feed was almest impessible te ebtain.

This was the Sandzak‘of Montenegfo, terribly hit by war; and. fer ene peried
ef three days in succession we passed burnt -farmheuse after burnt farmheuse with all
living beingsdestreyed. The haystacks were twe er three years eld which indicsted
the time the depredatien had eccured. The inhabitants in this part ef the werld
could net be cenquered by the Germans er Italians and the few still living were
fighting with the Chetniks. |

In turn we stayed the night at Brvenica and Hecvina heading fer Salevic

where we would encounter the main read from Plevlja to Bijela Polje which was re=-

ported held by the Partizans. The going was getting werse und werse and we often
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weres abls te travel enly a kilometer an heur, which makes any distance immeasurable.
vie did set sixteen kilemeters for a daily accemplishment and held strictly te it.
Occasisnally we were able to buy a litlle dried beof er ham, smeked in the
rafters of o Keliba, a rude windewless shepherds hut and were able te obtain a little
cornmeal which we could make inte Katchamak by beiling in water, but ef petatees, milk
or kajmak there was none. Even beans were lacking. We were beginning te leek like a ¥x
bunch of desert rats and the beards we let grow te shield eur fuces fron the ten
below zere weather did nething te impreve eur appearance.
The animals sufferéd wors§ than we dld as we were able te buy enly a little
hav which was net eneugh feed as in that weather corn er sats were vitally negessary.
hey had tc be led mest of the distance carrying only our musettes and dispatch cases.
One evening, dead tired, I meunted Jelina en a fairly goed stretch of read
aleng the side of the meuntain. I had given her a tiny crust of cern bread, which
she relished as mest herses weuld sugar and she pranced like a celt just as the read
narrowed dewn te less than a yard in width. Beth right lezs slipped off and landed
Juckily on a narrew shelf several feet belew as I pitched ever her left sheulder.
Slewly, with scarcely & tremble she phlled up first ene leg then the ether to the
resd and we went en with me walking. The fifteen hundred feet te the betten ef the
moeuntain made me slightly shaky in the knges.

Jelina was an amazing beast, perfectly ceel under fire er in an emergency
and en a goed read could walk five miles an heur, very fast for a herse. She was
eloven years old, born in the stables ef the Reyal Guard, had been taken by the
Gestape, then by the Chetniks befere her purchase by Majer Selby. She was gentle,
easy te keep, had a perfect tret and a very near appreach te charictcr.

We expected to make Salevic the night of tho 23th but adeut 9 e'cleck
stopped in a nearer village, dead tired. The peeple were friendly which seemed
strange until a delegation ¢f three old men came in and addressed me in rusty English.
They had all lived in America, werking in Gary, Indiana in the steel mills. They had -
returned te Montenegre, bouzht farms, expeoting te enjey the fruits of their laber.
New, however, between the Germans, Itaiiahs, Chetniks and Partizans, they had nething
and as one of then said "We weuld give our immertal souls te get back te america.”
tientenegro is a desperately peor country at best and three years ef war had sufficed

to pauperize even the few well te de. I asked them if they preferred ‘hetniks er
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“artizans and they simply repiied "We want enly peace and an end ef this terror.

There was & telephens line reaching te salevic and we called the rartizan
headquartérs there and learned they had service en te ielasin. ‘e made arrangemants
for them te netify the British Missisn at Kelasin that we weuld be>in oalevic the
next merning and fer seme one te be avallable en the phone and turned in.

At Salevic as arranged marke called Hunter the officer in charge eof the
Missien and I could see he was rapidly lesing his temper as he lisfened. Finally he
turned te us and explained that Dapcevic was erdering us te Kelasin, a terribly
round abeut way to Berane which was enly fourteen heurs by way ef Bijele Pelje.

Marke returned te the phene "Tell Dapcevic We obey orders frem Caire and
they ordered us to ge te Berane. We certainly tﬁke ne orders frem these peeple.

Hunter then went en to say that having been with the Chetniks we were under
suspicien and it WaS necessary ts prepitiate Dapcevic,

We were beceming mere and mere sangry but when we learned that tremendeus
loads ef supplies were being received at Kelasin we decided to shelve our pride and
irritatien and see what & little feed weuld taste like. e did decide alse to have
0o mercy oen any checelate or cigarettes that might be in Hunter's hands.

There were twe hard days travel ahead of us with the ceuntry standing
stralght up and dewn. At Mejkevac the half way peint, the town's peeple fed ua and
mere former Americans came te talk and laugh and see a little eof America in me
altheugh by new ws all lesked like something the cat had dragsed in and eur table
manners were ebscene.

The last sixteen kilemeters te Kelasin were very difficult but the end of
our trip was in sight and the ceuntry turned inte & beautiful fairylind of white
foerests and glittering peaks. On the greund we weuld fleunder off the three feot
thick path ef ice and weakness cempeslled us £o rest often., rack trains of foed ,
olothiﬁg, arms and smmunitien passed ué coentinususly beund fer the Sandzak Partizan
headquarters between Mojxevac and Salevic.

The erdeal was finally ended and the BYitish were as unfeignedly glad te
see us as wWe were them and an American ﬁaval Officer with them Lt. Helt Geeen of

Charleston, S, C. brought clese te me wide, busy streets, Coca Cola, scheel kids

playing, juicy steak and french fries, innerspring mattresses and gun and knife
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hung on the wall te leok at;with ether nestalgic memories. He met me with a bar eof
chocelate and s pack of Camels. Marke and I had finished with Americen cigarettes

\

the 15th eof Nevember.
Tea was breuzht and tasted like nectar of the zods, 'Ve had brewed sur last
two weeks before and my saccharine tablets were enly a memary,
I spied a beautiful psir of Seuth African shees well-hebbed under the hed
and as wmy right tos had been on the greund the last three days, tried them en. They

fitted perfectly and 1 teld HMajer Hunter, whe ewned them, I would send him a pair

frem Bari er C2irs,

CHAPTER XX

After a little Marke and I &ccompaniea Eunter and Green te Dapcevic's headquarters,
& rather pretentisus stene heuse fermerly belenzing te a wealthy family. He greeted us
pleasantly in geed French and intreduced us ts his huge Chief of Staff whe immediately
excused himself, taking Hunter and Green'with hinm.
Dapcevic was under the impressien Marke was Coelenel Bailey and began talking
about Bailey's trip with Lukacevic te Bersme the previsus September as if that was a
very treacherous thing te de,
It appeared that the anneuncement eof Ammistice with the Italians, which came by
BBC September 8, five days after the armistice was censummated, breke upen the British
¥issien, then under Celenel Bailey, as well as the Chetniks witheut proliminary Warn-
ing. Evidently the Germans were ferewarned by the Italians because they were able to
disarm a grest percentags ef the Italians in Vestern Yugeslavia. It would have mesant
8 great deal te the Chetniks te have these arms.
" The followiﬁg day the Missien was instructed by Caire te de everything pessible
te obtain the surrender of the Italian garrisons in their vicinity.
After consultatien, Celenel Bailey, as British representative and Lukacevic of
the Reyal Yugeslav Army as Mihailevic's, set eut fer Berane in Mentenegre where was
located the hesdquartars ef the Italian.bénetzin Dividien, whese ferces were dis-

pesitiened in Berane and Pribej en the Lim River. What happened at Berane was
interesting in the light ef future events..

Bailev, as a representative of the Allied Cormand, decided against disarming




59.

the Italians, previded they chese ts suppert the effensive against the Germans.

Lukacevic, with the practicality ef the guerilla, was for disarming them and placing
the arms in the hands of the Chetniks, whe csuld be counted on teo use them. He had
the Slav's centempt for the Italian as a fighter.

The upshet ef it was that safter much debate the Italians signed.up with
Lihailevic and B2iley and Lukacevic departed, leaving a few men for civil pelice work.

Iz February, five menths later, I was inIKelasLﬁgoing to Berane en my way eout
of the country. It was new in the hands of the P&rtizan§ whe had attacked Berane
witheut warning in Octeber killing many Italians and fercing the rest inte surrender.
They were disarmed excect for a few whem the Partizans felt might be counted ;n te
fizht. Thef became as tne sens of Ham in the Bible, hewers of weed and drawers of
water. The eofficers and headquarters persennel with the signalmen appeared fairly
well dressed and fed butl the great majority>were the mest wretched leeking human
beings I have ever seen. Gaunt, ragzed cadavers living on a ratien half that ef the
Cemrades of the rartizans, typhus infected, witheut means for immunization; they died
like flies while serum frem Italy ﬁhich might have saved their lives and the lives of
the peasant pepulation, was adﬁinistered enly to the weurers ef the Star.

Dapcevic bitterly assailed Hudsen as a Britisher for Bailey's respensibility
in drawing the Itallans ints the Chetnik feld and calling en the pepulation te jein
them in the fizht against the Germans. Tite's utter disregard for the Allied pelicy
in permitting the Italians to retain their arms was of ne impertance te the Partizans
and Tite, whe was the darling ef the Russias.

#arke simply teld him the trip was ordered by the Allied Command which was
sufficient autherity fer any of us, teld hlm he had once made a trip with Dapcevic
during the days when it was geed form te fight Germans and italians.

Dapcevic suddenly thawed and from then en was a charming person, helpful
end censiderate. £e was rather a medium sized, sparely built man carrying himself
as a seldier, as indeed he was.

uriginally from Zagreb he went te Spain and rese high in the International
Brigade. When i1ugeslavia fell he becaie a guerilla, eventually coming under .ite's
leadership. ne was a magnificent tactitisn and a ceurageeus fighter and weuld rank
first or secend in the Balkans as a fighter against the Germans. He said he was net

a Cemmmunist as was apparently berne eut in a quarrel with Tite the Fellewing spring
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finish off the Germans, chase eut the Italians and call a halt te the civil war which.
vas sweeping the ceuntry like a Hatfield-Mquy feud multiplied a theusandfeld; and
"Bring us back eur King, God bless him)

Our whele party, laokiﬁg fairly presentable by now attended what turned eut to
be a banquet the next day. Dapcevic had an excellent cesk and the meal weuld have
satisfied a gourmet. I noticed mest Miracevic, the headquarters commandent, an eld
regular; theermisatr whese name slips me altheugh he was a persen of much.charm.and
intelligence; and an eld Russian, reéident of Yugeslavia since the World War I whe
had been with American treeps a Vladiveéfok. The old Russian speke a curieus mixture
of peor English and French te me but had a very refreshing sense of humer and,an
irresista_ble smilee.

After the meal Dapcevic speke of seme badly weunded pers;nnel at Berane hel
wished to evacuate te Italy with us and heped we weuld net be tee leng delayed. He
alse said arrangements had been mado te take us by way ef Andrijevice in camiens.

We spent the rest of thé day listening te the Missioen's Hallicrefter, even
dragging in Besten. The electric lights furnished by the khm repaired light plant
flickered slightly but were dazzling after menths of candle and lamp light, Marke
and I had each picked up an ingenieus carbide signalling lanterm frem ameng the
German steres at Visegrad but had been unable te get fuel fer it mest of the time.

At ten the next merning we said geedbye te Hunter and Dapcevic and su
reveir te Gresn whe was te wait for a ceuple of American airmen whe had bailed out

after being shet dewn ever Nestar.

CHAPTER XXI

Our éamion was & huge Fiat and lesking over the metley crewd of Italians
sud Partizens, I failed te see where our party was going te ride. Wade,Marke and I
finally clambered inte the cab te sit twe en the meter and ene ink seat, leaving the
balance te swarm ever the incumbents in the rear which they did with soulx satisfying
cursase.
That was a trip! Everything was wreng with the machine and the lead

would of ceurse have strained the power of a brand new car, but, by unleading at



every turn we managed to make 34 kilometers te Andrijevica by eight that night.

it was & jeurney never te be forget?cn, climbing fer fully ZO_kilomoters, getting
out te push at every hairpin curve, filling the evacaun with eily petrel every mile or se
because of nen-working pumps; jabbering Italians effering poer sdvice te the driver until
finally, when we reached the divide frem which the ascent began, I climbed eut with
Jouney and we covered in ten minutes by a headleng path dewn the maunt&in what tesk the
csmion 45 minutes te negetiate,

L was glad we had breken awsy. In a little heuse by the read I ran inte an eld
lumberman who had fellewed his trade in the United States for twenty years. He had been
back in Mentenegre for fifteen er sixteen years but his eulegy on America weuld rank
with that ef sny pfofessional. His cemments en civil war in Yugeslavia wauld net be
fit to print but im his main argument was that just a few individuals with unhely
ideas of pewerin their besoms were destreying abpeoplo that weuld ameunt te semething
if let alene te build reads, rﬂise fam_ilies te bs educa;ted and be free ef the
nachinatiens ef the British, the Italisns, the Austrians and the Russians fer ence.

Ee was a refreshing character; massive, bresding, hespitable and vitrielic.

Ve bearded the camien again, and widhed we hadn't., Dewn-grade hairpins,
brakes net tes goed andjfarspiring Italian driver who appeared bareft of judzement.

I thought ef a saying ef my father-in-law, "I have enly ;no neck and kkxkx that's net
lenz enough ta.tie." But we finally arrived.

They had waited supper fer us and were as friendly as the peeple in Serbia
had been. The commander was and old regular seldier ( I had met six new smenz the
Partizans) and this was an eutpest ix with Fech, s German strengheld,enly 45
kilometers away. He centrelled the read to Berane, an heur's joeurney nsrth.

During the meal the Pertizan band, mestly from Split up the Rxkamx
Dalmatian Cesast serenaded us with Seusa's music. Their time was geed and being all
dressed in gray native cestumes they presented a fine appearance. A suite of
Dalumtian tunes especially ors very beautiful.

The Brigade Informatien Officer, a chap named Mile Vlshovic, was a
mest interesting character.s He claimed te be an American, bera infhe Yest of
naturalized parents. He made a visit te Mentensgre when he became 21 right after
world Var I. Life was pleasant ameng his pesple's peeple, and he married a

besutiful meuntain £iri whe gave him feur children. He went to werk in the
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litrovitsa Mines and then bad luck hit him; his jeuse burned and with it his preof-of
American citizenship. All he had left was a lodge card. Then in an accident he blew
off his left hand and had to learn to werk in the mine affices and type with one hand.
Ho spoke perfect American, slang and all and had had some time at céllcgo g0 he rose
to be the manazer's secretary. Then his wife died and war came. 1Two little farms he
owned becams worthless, treeps driving off all the live stocks Now his children live
with his wife's people and he was at least eafing.

S many peaple talked to me who claimed te be Americans, going back te enjoy
the fruits ef American lsber in Yugoslavia, only te have the helocaust ef war sweep
everything away. 1et somehew I ceuld only feel serry, net sympathctic; Lhey only

tock from America, and gave nething in return,

CHAPTER XXIL

The next morning eur travel was over almest immediately; fer in an hour and
& half wq&ere striding inte Berane.

It had been a pretty tewn with s great wide mein street ending at the river's
edges A lavely old mesque reached its peculiar tower inte the sky sand the steres and
sheps still shewed evidence eof excellence altheugh the succession of treeps had bled ik
them white of supplies.

Everything had te be purchased oen the Black Market, the Partlizens having
made no attempt whatever at contrel, merely requisitioning what they wanted themselves.
Apples were 70 cents to 32,00 a kile which is 2.2 1lbs by eur standard, bread $1.60 a
kilo, cream $3.00 a kile, and cern meal 65 centsy cigarettes were 85 cents te 31.20
per package ef 20, tebacce 80 cents te $1.06 far a 50 gram package, milk 30 te 50
cents a liter which is a plump quart, matches 20 to 25 cents fer a penny size bax,
meat #1.30 8 kila, sour milk $1.00 a kile, wood $16,00 a cord and wheat 75 cents a
kile. Any fancy greceries were out of sight, éggs being 15 cents a piece, jam $1.30
a small jar, sardines $1.20 a small can, svap really a luxury at §1.00 te $2.00 a
bar and anchevies $4,00 a small can., A sandwich, “hite Castle sixe was 60 cents and
shoes could net be purchased.

Tha secsnd day & fifteen year eld Serbian came te us anl said he'd like
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to keep us in feed and ether needs fer a slight cenmission and we hired him. It wes &

very fortunate move a#d fer awhile Stephen-wus a splendid investment until he decided
te really make money on us.

Natives would ceme in with all kinds eof clethes, weapens, silver articles etc.
uncil we had te have a guard pested to put a step toe this anneyance.

One of ths sales pefsons was a little Turkish girl whe said she was 15, She
offered to buv for us frem the liusselman pepulation, which was quite large. This
alse seemed & geed idea and she brought in sugar which was almest nen-existent, eggs
equally scarce and gibanitsas, & kind eof doughnut which, after eur leng fast, tasted
delicious. ' | ’

One meal & day, at neen, we took at the brigade headgquarters.

On first errival a fine old regular majer was in cemmand and we were treated
in & very friendly marner. A guard was established on our insistence te watch eur
property when we were sut, iVe fed them when we ate, having made arrangements with
the gazda er prepieter ef our hetel (cafana), ef which we had the secend fleer, te
prepare what we were ablé te buy.

The girl eof all werk woeuld clean our four reoms, make the beds and bring
dewn het milk which we would implement with gibanitsas er sausage sandwiches. At
night we'd have mere het milk with a little bread and heney.

A persen who has gene for seme time witheut preper feod appears always te
relish talking about it. Our party would fasten en the pitifully small purchases
breught in by Stephen and the little Turk in almest nauseating manner at times. In
my own case, when I arrived heme I still was ferty pounds underweight and what 1
weighed when we got te Koelasin afﬁer the trek through the Sandzak, I wouldn't knew.

Ve talked of mails I had last heard frem my wife in September and it
was new February. Just befere Christmas I had attempted to send a greeting via the
srall radie in Cvetic's headguarters to the Stab asking it be handed ever te the
liission feor transmissien te Caire, to Washingten te Charletiesville. I could net
knew whether it had gene through er net er whether little gifts requested had been

sent.

From early Septembar until Narch 19th I could onlv wonder where my
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family was. That they were somewhere in America was a cemferting theught, although
my oldest youngster had been flying the Pacific since right after Pearl Harbar.




Somehew it is hard te realize children have grewn up and at 18 are taking a man's
part in an irhumnan struggle. Vhen I rcagﬁpﬁmCai;e'in March the sight of 135 letters
plus my Christmas was overwhelmiﬁéw;ﬁd for a day I pered through handwriting that
seemed doubly dear te me, knowing the snguish aﬁd uncertainty that. had attended the
writing. iine was a mild case hewever as Marke had been unable teo write for two
and a half years and in early 42 he had been reported killed fo h§t parents in Seouth
Africa. Then after a six months peried he had been able to geot werd out again te
Caire that he was alive and they'had‘neglected te inform his felks for three mere
azonizing, heartbreaking nenths.

Roess had been taken prisener in 40 and Austialia was a terrible distamce
awaye He had lived like an animal after escaping until barren necessity had per-
mitted him to acquire the langusge.

Jack, whs had fled to Palestine.from BudApcst'with;zgi tiny twe year eld
daughter, had been taken with his Reyal Engineers detachment near Athens and enly
the fact that he was a iwxm deep sea diver had permitted his Jewish bedy te remsin
intsct. The Bssche had used him en the mest dangerous underwater repair werk at
Benghasi and Tebruk and finally, en his way frem Athens te & liquidatien center
in Germany he had threwn himself eff the train seuth of Belgrade after watching a
zuard hese the car he was riding in with machine gun fire. He had breken his left
wrist and witheut medical ﬂttention it had knit almest at right angles but he had
regained nearly full use of his hand. He had been se starved, beaten and ever-
worked that he had ne spirit left and we had te watch him like & hawk to prevent
his censuming all eur meager supplies en the trail. Time and again hes weuld sneak
inte eur feed pack in the night, in spite ef eur surveillance and eat everything
in it, when we were on starvatien ratiens eurselves. Only the fact that he was
# Bpitish seldier whe had lived threugh literal hell kept us frem sheeting him er

chasing him away as yeu would & marauding deg.
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CHAPTER XXIII

The 1ittle pesple of the tawn and gauntry cameé to see us; all terribly tired
of war and its demands en their scanty means. Ceuldn't ws do semething te stop this =x
crazy civil war, brether killing brether and sons their father? "Give us peace and the
King er a republic like the Americsns", théy begrede "Se few want thiis civil war and
those few are drunk with pewer, Ve like Russia but we want te held eur land. There
is ne trouble with eur sheép and cattle grazing. They have always clipped the grass-
lanils in the high meuntains tegether. Help us to have peace, each man in his ewn little
house, able te watch his children groew up with their schesl a part ef their life. The
Pukevnik(celenel) knews that in the meuntains eur peeple are henest and streng. We
live there as did the eld Jews "an eye for an eye and a teeth for a teeth" but "fear
Ged"., When we go to the tewns te live we become mad like the city peeple, speak
falsely fer gain. Pelitics are eur undeing. Peace and reads, pewer frem oﬁr moeuntain
stresams, peeple frem the outside werld te visit and broaden us and we ceuld be great
and of use to the werld. 7e have been taught alwayy te be genereus with these we
leve, unyeilding te these we hate but ever te strive for freedem,"

We met & mest interesting.Swiss woman here in Berane the widow 9f a Ssrbian
docter, whe had been a member of the internatisnal Red Cross during Werld ¥ar .. She
spoke beaucirul ‘rench und while desperately poer, managed Toe keep the twe reems re-
maining te her the ethers having been requisitiened by the Fartizans, immaculately
clean and lovely. She still had a rather well stocked cellar with italian vermouth,
Dalmatian winds, French cider and shampagne. Shertly after we arrived, the incumbent
brigade was replaced and the newcemers seized her and forced her te reveal the hiding
place of her wines. ihey then preceeded te steal the lot, seme sixty bettles and
drink it.in a wild orgy that almest wrecked her heuse.

Anether family, the head of which was & professer, had three daughters and
a son. fThe eldest daughter had a beautiful, trained veice. She was impressed inte
service by this same new brigade and cempelled te teur the countryside en fest,
singing night after night. She was a rather frail creature end the eoxpssure wrecked
a voice that sheuld have been preserved. The son was impressed inte a laber battalion.
¥y barber was a Xyng's man as was the village cap-maker and when they were
incerp2rated inte ene ef the twe brigades formed in and areund Berane, weuld pass me

in drill with their tengues in thelr cheeks,

. s S v b 1 Aty




I te

As one ef them said "I am a Salenika veteran, but that was leng age,. Now, I
pin & member of tha great Partizan army of Tite, but, they den't dare give me & gun,

v

I xnew toe well hsw te use it."

Frem the main stem of the tewn at the river, ran a street very different.
Steps had epen frents like Caire and the Kast., There were curieus reofs and odd
looking hardware. Turkey had net left this place until 1¢14, Acress the river was
Harem, where fermerly lived the wives and cencubines of the Turkish officials and
garrisen. A strengheld still graced & peak everleeking the town.

Winding aleng a raging creek, we passed a mill for the grinding ef fleur,
and the blackened ruins ef a Menastery destreyed by the Germans. Aﬁd then en a
flst plateag-like field everleoking the whele tewn, the adsguats flying field'b;ilt
by fhe Ttalians and te the nerth a loveiy eold church, dating back hundreds ef years
belenzing te the menastery belew. | H

An elderly Pope still remained to tend;:hurch althesugh the rartizans frewned
en services. As he said "With the typhus there are se many te bury!"

The e1d chap nearly fell on my neck and braught eut rakija fer refreshment
which he said was twenty years eld. It must have been &s it had a terrible walioP.
Kany years before he had bben sent te the Serbian Missien in Chicage, and he spake te
me in a curieus mixture ef Eﬁglish, Italian and Serbian.

reter Kemp, & fair-haired British Majer, whe had casually strelled hatless
inte the village ens night frem Albania, passing himself off as & newspaper cerrespend-
ent, filled in the missing Italian links and we went te see the eld bey again and
again te eur mutual enjeyment. |
Peter had‘bocn & war correspendent during the treuble in Spain and had had
one side of his face xaxxxmkyxd damaged se severely by a bemb hes had been held frem
entering the ssrvice fer twe years aft;r the war began, until it had healed well
endugh for him to chew selid fesds. . A
He was etherwise afflicted with that distinguished but painful hereditary
malady of geut, which caught him about a week after his arrival and fer eight eor ten
days immebilized him.
Absut the same time my hips and kmees, leng suffering frem sleeping on

a layer of straw in sub zere weathsr with enly a greund sheet and a blanket for

covering felt se much better in & reclining pesitien, that I stayed in bed. The
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greater part of the next ten days were spent in this manner getting caught up en a
little reading and discussing with Feter whatever came to mind.

I read in rapid successisn Edgar Wallace's "Basok of All Power", Susan Erte
"padam Claire", Telstay¥s "Var and Feace", Andre Haureis "Arkel", and Kenneth Robert's
"Cliver #iswell, all in the library of an English speaxing Greek girl used as an

interpreter by the prartizans.

CHAPTER XX1IV

14

An Italian came in daily te éhave us, &S eur razer blad;s had leng since
gone te limbe and gradually other Italians dropped in te visit. One chap, frem
Florsnce was a sert ef adjutant for the lecal Italian cemmander. He speke fair
French and fragmentary Inzlish and after a few trips effered the privilege of eat-
ing at the Italian Officer's mess. That ef course we couldn't accept but leeked
en it enly as an atbtempt to be friendly.

Hext came Duccie Exdallin, former ski chsmpien of Turin, Itaiay; He had
been a member of the Alpini and before the war had spent seme time im the States.
His Enzlish was very goed and he seen came to the peint and said the three Italian
Generals in Berane wished to meet us.

¥xrke and I finally met with General Uxilie. His quarters were just a
shert distance away in a charming heuse immediately acreoss f£zam frem the former
Itelian headquarters. The heuse itself was peck maried with shell and grenade
fragments and the headquarters and empty ruin.

Ye found the General a rather charming, educated prefessional biding
his 1ine <o zet becx o -Saly and his family and wantins mesh of ati frem us ©o
moke up & table of bridge. A Serbian engineer whe had built the medern read frem

. ech threugh Andrijevica, redgzerica and Cetinje to the Ceast played with the
General but Marke and I with Angle-American luck, won the marbles. It was a hell

of & way te fight a war, but a fair way te pass the time; and war has an ungedly

amount of waiting in it, both for felks at heme and the army at th= frent,



Enowing this chap had been in command ef treops when Bailey and Lukacevic
had negotiated their affiliatien with thc.phatnik ferces I was curieus to hear him
explain hew he now happensd to be with the Partizans. It came out.

The Partizans in late Octeber had simply attacked witheut warning anﬂ enemy
gitting eut the war. Seme of the Italians had given w« terrific account of them-
selves and 12 men had holed up in as concrete building near the headquarters and
éccounted for 150 Partizans before they were liquidated. The balance fellewed a
new master.

Upen sufrendar the Italian seldiers, except fer one battalien ef fighters,
became headquarters treaps and read builders. Their radie statien had cennection
with Italy and was retained, and , after a shert peried of triai handling the wire
comnunicatiens, the Partizans threw up their hands and had the Eyeties reassume
that burden.

Typhus had hit them terribly as their scanty diet was less than fer the
fighters whe frem childheed had been accustomed te slim rations. I had neticed
in Africa and the Near East that the people ate a mere fractien of the ameunt of
food necessary te keep English and Americans geing. These peeple must be able te
assimilate every last ounce of nsurishment censumed.

Each merning gaunt, skeleton-like diserdered masses of men in what had
once besn smart appearing uniferms meved nerth eut of town te return in the after-
neen staggering under the lead of a fair-sized éapling hacked off its frezen base,
their werk fer the day.

Thres hundred Italian seldiers and eight efficers fell victim ef typhus
at one time and the peasants, unable te cemmand the services of the ene decter left
to practice withsut medicants snd a stripped hespital, died with appalling regularity.
Diptheria added its gain te the heavy toll, -

Helt Green and the tws American aviaters arrived abeut the Sth ef Feb,
The efficer, Lt. Stanley Grzesik was & bombardier and the enlisted man, Testi, a
radie sergeant. In their first run ever Mestar they had been Lit and these twe
bailed out at abeut 5000 ft., getting as far as they ceuld frem the Germens befeore
lctting ge. They had ceme dewn, Grzesik with the Partizans and Testi with the

Chetniks, who started him tewards the Partizans the fellowing merning.
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Testi was ta<en ill with jaundice immediately after arriving at Berane and

had a wretched time of it as our diet was net exactly fit for the sick.

Grzesik was happy because he had learned his first‘day in the ceuntry that
Serbian resembled his father's Pelish language in ﬁany ways. By the time he reached
us he was deing a fine job ef getting by and in fact was becoeming fluent. He remain-
ed in the ceuntry helping the British Missien leng after the rest of us were evacuated.

Holt Green was a Southern géntleman witheut a streak ef meanness in him. He
had a brilliant mind as was evidenced by his creating & very successful texfilo
business in his ten vears after cellege befere we woere at war, He had infinite
patience, dezzed perseversnce and a sweil sense of humer, He was sent te us te re-
main until evacuatien was effected, beth ef eur party and the wounded whe ceuld net
be properly treated or meved in case the Germans attacked the tewn ef Berane in ferce.

Cur immediste cencern after arrival was of ceurse the air field.  The Itslians
had used it but exact measuremsnts and descriptien weuld prebably be required by the
ReA.F. whese standard eperating precedure was te drep a pilet en sny field and case
it thereughly before landing ships.

We found the field bread and leng and besutifully drained., with a perfect
appreach and & fairly tricky takeeff one way and perfect the ether. We felt we had
every reason te be eptimistic these first few days in February. They passed hewever
witheut event.

I was becomring very impatient te get eut. My knewledge was getting stale
by the minute. I felt like a suﬁatitute on the sidelines at the big feoetball game.

Kuch later I was te learn that Hunter, 1n his desire te iImpress Dapcevic
ard concur with his request, planned a sertie te take off all the badly weunded
(appreximately 65) when we left and that meant mere planes kkakm than ceuld be
handled except under the mest perfect cenditiens. It alse meant delay.

February 5th sixteen inches ef snew fell, and the field lay white and

forbidding.




81. CHAPTER XXV

On the 4th the brigade,quartered in the tewn, had meved eut and the ene ceming
in made their presence felt immediately. The Majer in cemrend was & rather, hand-
some, affected individual whe felt himself God's gift te wemen and the werld, while
the Xemmisar affected & shaven skull and sweeping mustachies and centinued questiens
s to eur being ef the great pseletariet. The answer we gave of being English and
American ceuld net penetrate his thick skull and we wendered gt times whethér or
net we had dreamed up the breand relling expaﬁse of Anmerica.

The first clash came ever the airfield. The Majer said the snew was ef ne
impertsence. Hewever Marke breught eut the fact that eur peeple would net risk even
a single plane on his epinien and the field weuld have teo be cleared. He teld us
then to mind eur ewn busiqess 89 we called Dapcevic, whe immediately instructed the
dear fellew te clear the field within twenty feur heurs.

The job was a teugh ene but there were herses invplenty and we even knecked
together ene snew plow te accemplish a smeeth quick jeb. It was ne geed te the
Majer whe refused te use it, and instead impressed 1600 males frem the tewn with
shevels and feor three days his seldiers dreve the half starved wretches day and
nizht until the field was cleared.

Entertainments began te be held nightly and seme were quite good. Hewever
all peeple over fifteen were compelled te attend and a dreadful tws heurs was teken
up with pure prepaganda with eur Kemmisar impressing en the villagers that the
Partizans and Russia were the enly fighting ferces against the Fascists, that
Mihmilovic was a traiter and cellaberater and thet Tite himself was helding mere
divisions and deing mere fighting than the Allies had accemplished in Italy. With
my knewledge that twenty German divisiens were being centained in Serbia alene, far
from the haunts ;f Tite, while eifnt divisiens enly graced the operative area eof the
Fartizans, and when I theught ef the incredible hardships ef the slow sure sdvance in
Italy I was sickened and went ne mere.

The drafting ef twe new brigades new tesk place with fully half ef the im-
pressed personnel nensympathetic. Girls who would net join were given the mest
menial tasks of washing the clethes ef the seoldiers, scrubbing the fleers of sll
buildings used by treeps and even cleaning the eutheuses used so carelessly by

them. «ufter a few weeks mest of them joined,



Our climax came on the second Sunday. A mest un-Sabbath like din at the rear,
upen investigation, revealed the guard refusing to permit eur little Serb waitress te
enter with our breakfast and he infermed us noe ene weuld enter our quarters witheut
written appraval of the brigade cemmander.

~eing righteeusly angry as well as ﬁamnably hungry, we threw the strazar dowm
the top half flight of steps and he jacked & shell intoe his zun, ejecting ene already
in the barrel. ne wigsely didn't peint it ﬁt us as i1 had the mouth of my Celt tzained
91 his stupid face., marke instructed him to geo back te headquarters and get his erders
right abd leave a substitute. Une of the soldiers in the courtyard, a friendly
fellaw left behind by the old brigede, immedidtglv came up and teek his pest and all went
well until the maid came dewn some fifteen minutes later te clean our reems. Msre-
neise and we went out to find the eriginel sentry returned and up to his eld tricks again

This time woe wasted ne argument, fer thé simple ass made the mistake of peint-
inz his weapen at uarkof Yie disarmed him, I kicked him down the twe half flights ef
stairs and teld him if h; shewed his filthy face around there agaln I'd kick his
testh in. He didn't call my bluff,

A few minutes later Ress, whem we had sent te the headquarters after the
f£first incident returned having passed the sentry en the way. The Majoer had assured
bim the sentry had been given pesitive erders net te interfere with us.

Kext we saw the Kemmisar passing by en his way te Green's quarters §9wn the
street and a few minutes later Holt appeared, bewilderedly asking what it was all
about, Te teld him aﬁd instructed him te ask the Majer and the Kemmisar te address
thelr renarké to us, nst to a junier efficer.

Lfter several heurs the Kemmisar appeared with a guard ef at least a dezen
huge men. 7e beat him te & harrangue by instructing him te remeve his guard, te see
that we were net melested further, that we weuld see whem we plcased where we pleased
and as we pleased and in the future weuld be armed at all times and ready and able te
protect eurselves f¥om insult. And that was all, he ceuld new ge. ¥hich he did.

Yarko told me later in Lenden that Tite made an issue of the matter and he was
srderei te apelegize te Dapcevic. Knewing Marke, I'lbﬁet the apelegy was a master—
piece if yeu ceunted his English "asides".

The middle of the week Dapcevic came ever bringing Hunter and a huge

retinue te swear in the twe new brigades. The band from Andrijevica came and there

was a triumphal parade, a great entertainment and a dance., I saw fer the first time



the Mentenezrin type of dancing which is like the Russian dunce except frem the |
positien with The fanny clese teo the fleer and feet alternately kicking ferward, the
Vontenezrin leaps high in the air in an incredible maneuver. It is net tes graceful
but very highly athletic. They alse danced the Kele which is the felk ddnce of all
Yuzoeslavia, apoarently; and & curious @aeuple dance very similar te the Viennese waltz,

The mare I saw of Dapcevic the better I liked him. He speke the iangimge of a
seldier and had fought the Germans with telling effect. He undeubtedly spent cen-
siderable time discussing and furthering pest war pelitics but never with me after
our first interview end this in itself was » relief, because ne matter where I had
been, with the Chetniks or with the Partizans the discussion ef pelitics secemed te
be of parameunt interest. Mihailevie, Racic, Kalabic and Vuckevic of the Chetxvxiks
and Davncevic ef the Partizans stand eut in bright array te me because with them I
could talk ef destreying Germans which was the enly purpese & ¢ which in my epinien,
a2 man sheuld dedicste himself at this time.

I asked mx him many questiens abeut Tite, whem he had net seen fer a leng
time, and from his answers I felt that with Dapcevic, while an intense leyalty te
Tite was spparent, the thing that made him tick was a mingled patrietism fer the
country and genuine leve of fighting.

At the banquet Marke and I mmxxm were seated en either side of him and the
episode of the airfield and the sentry came up. Dapcevic said eof ceurse the thing
that had stirred up the brigade was the disarming ef the sentry but that he weuld
see that we weren't disturbed further. And we weren't. 1In the‘next several days
the brizade was sent north and a new eutfit came in, cemmanded by anether eld
regular whe was mest friendly and censiderate.

I was genuinely sorry te part with Dapcevic the next day after the banquet,

-~ when he returnsd te Kelasin.
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CHAPTER XXVI

Lts Grzesik was assigned the job eof omersoei¥§the sir field, placing weed for
fires in event a nizht sertie should ceme; and arranging warehsusing space fer storing
ard the distributien eof supplies to the Partizans.

The Italian radie statien dispatched te Kolasin each m@rning meteereljgical data
for redispatching te Italy, and, as the moeen peried came on, ws began te be hepeful
szain., However it alway§ seemed that goeed weathisr at Berane weuld net cerrespond
te the weather at Kelasin, er vice versa, gnd apparently the weather in Italy was
abeminable.

On the third ef Xarch at abeut 1200 we heard planes and rushing te the’'street
saw twe Liberaters and feur Saveies circling the tewn while upstairs twe fighters
darted back and Terths It was a beautiful dayv and as they circled again and again
we rushed areund gathering tegether eur belengings snd ran the half er three guarters
of a mile te the Iield; almost indifferent te the many live mertar bemds still lying
carelessly areund frem the fighting the previeus Octeber.

Frem the Liberaters multicelered packagze parachutes began te blessem, we
counted 36 and when they had finished the Saveies began unleading dead weight
pacxages of what turned eut te be xix salt, beans, shees and clothing; which, re-
sponding te the irnwvitable law of gravity rained dewn in the river and threugh the
tile reefs, bursting, naturally, upen impact to the disappeintment and prefane
acknowledgement ef the pepulatien, civil and military.

Mere circling snd after almost a selid heur eoff they went, leaving us
astonished,anliounded and angry ensugh te draw and gquarter them.

Back te Fetel America, as we had named it, te find eur reems lo§ted of
everythipg ws had left behind. Marke was particularly hard hit as he had simply
walked away frem the place. Stephen and the little Turkish girl had e field day
rcplenishing.teiletrics. |

vie felt the planes might return that night and slept with our clethes on
witheut ﬁnp&cking. Absut three in the merning these of us whe hated to sleep
snether night in the dam place gave up. 1I'd have given a lot for a couple of

guarts of Beurbexn,

The chuted zeeds turned eut te be dehydrated foods and medical supplies

snd for the nsxt few days the rartizan ceoks were attempting te learn the mysteries
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of the dehydrated milk, petatoes, etc. undoubtedly intended for the hespital.

A happy event occured g=veral days later. A yeung rexan First Lt. and four
enlisted men frem a bomber group hit ever R;gansberg, Germany arrived, fo;tsore
but very happy. Five of the crew had bailed eut ever south termany when twe
metors had conked eut but these chaps had stayed with it, bailing eut enly when
the gzas ran ebt; the pilet, last to leave, saw the plane crash head on inte Mt.
Dormiter as he was airberne,

Mt. Dermiter is the highest meuntain in Mentenerre being well ever 8200 ft.
and frem the height at which the men left the ship wind currents plus time of de-
parture gpread them far and wide over the coﬁntryside. Hewever within twe days all
had assembled tegether and were in the friendly hands ef‘the Partizans, whe breught
them on te Kelasin and Berane. Their main hardship resulted from the fact they were
in cottens with thin electrically heated flyingz suits and beots and ene chap had the
misfertune te land in & tree, tsaring his suit te pieces iﬁ the branches.

One American weman in the tewn, bern Resie ---- in Wyeming, I believe, en-
tertained the crowd quite fregquently. She had bsen breught te Niksic when abeut 14
and her father had died leaving the family mere er less stranded in the country. Resie
had married at fifteen a quite successful sterekeepsr in Berane dnd they had prespered
and raised a family of four, twe beys and twe girls. Then the Italians had comQ and
Stevo,kthe husband, had taken te the meuntains. |

All but native xppxxm wearing apparel had been leeted by the Italians, and
the store clesed. Hewever, eneugh remained to keep the family frem want.

In 8cteber of '42 the Germans bombed the tewn after the Partizan$ telk it
from the>1talians and Steve's sister was killed. Resie's youngest daughter, & pretty
little thing of five, was hit in the head by & bemb fragment, and after several menths
the wound healed but left her with terrible headaches., The whele family wanted to
leave fer any place away from Berans and Steve mast o all. I believe he felt certain
up until the time eur planes were airbsrne he would semehew be able te stew away. The
fate of his family did net appéar to weigh heavily en him and the war, te him, simply
denied him the means ¥=x of making meney.

General Oxilie kept me informed daily of the weather reperts frem Italy. We

saw quits a let ef Exdallin, alse, whe liked te ppeak of his visits te Lake Placid and

heped te be able to see America again some day when things were cleaned wp in his ewn
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osuntry. His remarks en Il Duce were vivid and unprintable. He would say "Laok yeu,

I am a seldier. I shave in the merning te appear clean and fit fer the day., Il Duce
shaves at nizht and my father always said ; seldier whe shaves at night ié better in
bed than in battle."

On Msrch 14th Hunter phened that planes were laid eﬁ for the fellewing day and

Cxilie and his adjutant; Marke, Kemp and I would board then and fill the planes with

the mere desparate cases of the wounded. We didn't believe in Santa Claus any moere

but waited the morrew with interest.

At 1400 on the 15th two Saveies accempanied by fichters, heve inte sight and
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landed witheut fuss er feathers.

With General Oxilis I bearded ene plane, leaving Marke and Kemp te ceme in the
ether, said geedbye te the villagers and the Americans and English whe were due out on
the next sertie, waited while the Italians and Partizans nearly ceme teo blews en what
wounded sheuld be taken, finally winding gfp as far as eur plane was cencerned with ten
remarkable healthy leoking specimens, one of whem, & girl, turned eut to be the mistress
of one of the Fartizans in italy, and &t 1730 we were in the air, te put dewn in Leece
at the heel ofAItaly gz_lglp,“

As we passed the great peak of Dormitor flying high in the intense celd, which
I had rather made myself susceptible te by giving my flying jacket te a Partizan with
an upper jaw injury shivering in a thin coat, and preceeded eut over the Adriatic, my
mnind flashed back te the ene incident whicyﬁill always have a great meaning to me.

The inister had expressed a desire just befere I left him te de semething te
honer America, saying "Here, we have Slave the day ef eur patren saint!" "hhat is
Arerica's Slava?"

I thought fer & mement and said "We have feur great days, Christmas, New
Years, Independence Day and Thanksgiving. Christmas we love because that is the day
ef Christ. HeW'Year'é , we enjoey, because we look with hepe to it but en its Eve we
celebrate, semetimes net wisely byt tee well and eften the Day itself finds us with
aching heads. Independence Day would be a wonderful day except feor the sadness of
sacrifice and meurning that sweeps the Seuth frem the Lost Cause of eur Civil Var.
Thanksgiving Day is eur Day, eur day of Slava, because that duy we give thanks to
God fer ;ur founding Fathers and the beginning ef eur ceuntry and freedem.

Mihailevic replied "Good, we would nener America and en the eve of that




Bl
day each meuntaintep ef Serbia will have a fire lighté& by eur peasants."

On Thanksgiving Eve, three Americans standing in a tiny village high in the
Serbisn Meuntains saw & huge fiery A come inte being. Then, oene xfhmx khaxskhmx

after anether fires appeared until eleven peaks were outlinad. A Tribute te America.

The End.




